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CROWN
ENERGY CORP.

Swing into Fall… 
Are your oil and propane 

tanks filled? Is your home 
heating system ready? Are 

your vent openings clean and 
clear of debris? 

SERVICES:
Propane • Heating Oil • Diesel Fuel • Gasoline 

Kerosene • Heating Systems • Service 
Installations • 24 Hour Service

(518) 789 3014 • (845) 635 2400
3 Century Blvd., Millerton, NY 12546

www.crownenergycorp.com

6 Church Street
Chatham, N.Y. 12037
P. 518.392.9311

179 Cty Rte 7A
Copake, N.Y. 12516
P. 518.329.3131

Auto • Home • Farm • Business & Commercial • Life, Health & Long Term Care

Kneller Insurance
Agency
 

Kneller Insurance 
Agency

 

3030 Main Street 
Valatie, NY 12184
P. 518.610.8164

We’re here to insure your entire world.
With three offices in Copake, Valatie, and Chatham we are here to help you with any of your insurance needs. 

Contact us today for a quote on your home, auto, business, health insurance or life insurance. 
We are the Kneller Agency and we’re here to insure your world. 
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The October moon is called Hunter’s 
Moon. (The full moon in September 
is Harvest Moon). This Hunter’s Moon 
was captured on top of Winchell 
Mountain between Pine Plains and 
Millerton, NY. 

Cover photo by 
Olivia Valentine
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FALLING INTO HISTORY

Hello, everyone, and welcome to the 
October issue of Main Street Maga-
zine. This issue has a bit of a theme to 
it, for those who have already flipped 
through the pages, you may have no-
ticed already. And for those who hadn’t 
flipped through and are starting to read 
this issue right here – first off, thank 
you – secondly: this month we’re giving 
a nod to a bit of history. 
 Now, I know that not everyone loves 
history whereas others live for it. But 
my personal philosophy is that we 
should at least all have an appreciation 
of-  and understanding for what came 
before us. The people, places, things, 
and events that took place before us 
have all shaped who and what we are. 
One decision made by our forefathers 
is in part the reason we are where we 
are. For example, the decision of my 
parents to come to America in 1989 
from Iceland altered the trajectory of 
not just their lives, but the lives of my 
brother and myself. It is because of 
my parents’ decision that we live the 
lives we live today, are married to the 
(Americans) people that we are mar-
ried to, and have the children that we 
have today. Had our parents stayed in 
Iceland and raised us there, well, we 
can assume that my brother and my 
life would have been drastically differ-
ent: we would probably be married to 
fellow Icelanders and have 100% Icelan-
dic children. The point of this little per-
sonal story: the decisions that we make 
impact not just us, but our family and 
friends, our communities, and also our 
descendants.
 That said, this issue is chock-full 
of history – sharing stories of people, 
places and things from our region. 
Some you may be aware of, others per-
haps not. But I hope that you all find 
something of interest, and I hope that 
we each can find something that we 
appreciate and view differently as a re-
sult. So I hope that you will enjoy!
 I wanted to take a moment and share 
with you all that our beloved writer CB 
Wismar will no longer be contributing 
to this magazine after this issue. CB and 
his wife Kathy will be moving out of the 
area. CB has written for this magazine 
for over seven years, and in that time 
he’s shared so many wonderful stories 
with our readers, and he’s also shared 
parts of his own life through his writing. 
Personally, I’ll miss our conversations, 
exchange of ideas, and words of wis-
dom and life experience that he often 
shared with me. If any of you would like 
to drop CB a parting note, please feel 
free to email info@mainstreetmag.com 
attn: CB Wismar. CB, my friend, thank 
you for everything and best of luck to 
you and Kathy on your next chapter.

  – Thorunn Kristjansdottir
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In honor of our “history” themed issue 
that you are currently reading, we opted 
to give a nod to an artist who not only 
resided in our area and worked here, 
but who has since passed - a first for us 
in this artist profile feature. CB had 
his selection of talented artists to choose 
from with so many artists having called 
our area home throughout the centuries. 
His choice was Daniel Chester French 
whose work we have (probably) all seen. 

The name may not be familiar, but 
images of his work are etched deeply 
into our national consciousness. 
Daniel Chester French, an American 
sculptor who died in 1931, was a 
longtime resident of the Berkshires, 
having established both his summer 
home and his studio at Chesterwood 
in Stockbridge, MA – a few miles 
north of Great Barrington. It was 
there in his studio that French created 
the model that would become the 
Lincoln Memorial in Washington, 
DC.  
 The four year project to turn 
model into masterpiece was intensely 
supervised by French. Six broth-
ers, the Piccirillis, accomplished the 
construction which they carved from 
Georgia white marble in 28 pieces, 
shipped to Washington and assembled 
on site. Over the years of his career, 
French would often reunite with 
the family to execute his sculptural 
designs.

 Placed at one end of the National 
Mall, Lincoln’s seated figure seems to 
look across the huge reflecting pool, 
past the memorials recognizing the 
nation’s engagement in World War 
II, the Vietnam War, and the Korean 
War, the Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
Memorial, the nearby Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Memorial, the giant obelisk 
memorializing George Washington, 
all the way to the Capitol Building.  
Every year, in every season, thousands 
of visitors to the Capitol climb the 
steps of the Lincoln Memorial to 
stand in awe of French’s imposing 
figure.

Success from the beginning
Lincoln was not his only contribution 
to the celebration of American history.  
It was, in fact, French’s first major 
work that brought him recognition 
and was the foundation for his career. 
Because of family connections in the 
town of Concord, MA, French was 
the only sculptor to be considered 
by a panel of revered town elders, 
including Ralph Waldo Emerson. 
The project was to create a monu-
ment commemorating the beginning 
of the American Revolutionary War. 
The Concord Minute Man statue 
sits across the North Bridge over the 
Concord River and memorializes the 
Battle of Concord. Unveiled in April, 
1875 during the centennial celebra-
tion of that battle, it was positively 
received by critics, though French was 
not on hand to accept their applause. 
He had traveled to France to pursue 

an artist’s legacy 

daniel
chester
french 

By CB Wismar
info@mainstreetmag.com
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artist profile

his training and avoid the embarrass-
ment of criticism should his work be 
not well received.
 What followed the completion of 
the Minute Man was a career that 
created lasting monuments to both in-
dividuals and philosophical concepts 
and aspirations. John Harvard, his 
1884 statue looks over Harvard Yard 
in Cambridge, MA. The Statue of the 
Republic, created as the centerpiece 
of the Chicago Columbian Exposi-
tion can still be admired in a some-
what reduced version (24 feet tall) in 
that city. The George Robert White 
Memorial resides in Boston’s Public 
Garden, the imposing bronze doors 
of the Boston Public Library not far 
away, and his Four Continents are at 
the Alexander Hamilton US Custom 
House in New York.

A childhood of privilege
Daniel Chester French was born in 
Exeter, NH, where his father was the 
state’s chief justice. A respected legal 
mind, French’s father also served as 
Assistant US Treasury Secretary and 
was an author. In 1867, the family 
moved to Concord, MA, where they 
became friends with Ralph Waldo 
Emerson and the Alcott family. It 
was May Alcott, sister of Louisa May 
Alcott who was credited with encour-
aging Daniel to pursue sculpting. 
French attended Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology (MIT) but did not 

graduate, choosing, instead, to travel 
to Florence, Italy, to study sculpture.
 With the critical acclaim surround-
ing the Minute Man, French estab-
lished his own studio – located, first, 
in Washington, DC, then later Boston 
and New York. As his reputation and 
career ascended, French maintained 
a home in New York City, and in 
1896, purchased the farm of Marshall 
Warner of Stockbridge, MA. The 150-
acre estate would become the summer 
home for the French family and the 
primary studio where he created the 
designs and models for pieces done as 
commissions as well as pieces done as 
his own creative expression.

Welcome to Chesterwood
The 1820 farm house that had been 
situated on the property was replaced 
in project that began in 1901. French 
had met and become friends with 
noted architect Henry Bacon, who he 
asked to design both the main house 
and a studio. It was Bacon with whom 
French collaborated in the triumphant 
development of the Lincoln Memo-
rial. Bacon’s own career is represented 
in structures throughout the country 
including the Naugatuck, CT, train 
station, Waterbury Hospital, and the 
World War I Memorial at Yale Uni-
versity in New Haven.
 Throughout the years, Chester-
wood has undergone renovation, now 
under the auspices of the owners of 

and Wednesdays. Tickets to visit the 
house, the studio, the art collections 
and the grounds can be obtained 
on line at www.chesterwood.org. 
The address is 4 Williamsville Road, 
Stockbridge, MA.

The Three Arts Society
While the world thinks of Lincoln 
and the Minute Man and Chester-
wood when focusing on the legacy of 
Daniel Chester French, there is an-
other fine example of his contribution 
to life in the area. In 1928, French 
was one of four area dignitaries who 
came together to form Three Arts 
Society. The focus of their partnership 
was to disassemble a casino that once 
stood on the eastern part of Main 
Street in Stockbridge, have it carried 
by horse-drawn wagon to the bottom 
of Yale Hill and reassembled, adding 
a stage and seating. Introducing the 
Berkshire Playhouse, thanks, in part, 
to Mr. French.  

the property, the 
National Trust for 
Historic Preserva-
tion. Declared a 
National His-
toric Landmark 
in 1965, the 
property is also 
listed on the 
National Register 
of Historic Places.
 Admission 
to and tours of 
Chesterwood are 
offered through 
October  24. It 
is open five days 
a week, closed 
on Tuesdays 

 The newly refashioned theater 
opened in 1928. When the depression 
caused Pittsfield’s Colonial Theatre 
to close, it was French, again, who 
joined with several of the other Three 
Arts Society board members to keep 
that organization going and were able 
to mount a 1935 season that starred 
none other than the great Ethel Bar-
rymore.
 As Berkshire Theatre Group, cre-
ated with the merger of Berkshire 
Theatre Festival and The Colonial 
Theatre moves proudly toward its 
centennial of blended operation, the 
legacy of French’s commitment to the 
area lives on. •

Are you an artist and interested in being featured 
in Main Street Magazine? Send a brief bio, artist’s 
statement, and a link to your work through the 
arts form on our “arts” page on our website.

Above: The construction of the Lincoln Memorial. Below, left: Daniel Chester French 
with a model of the Lincoln Memorial. Opposite page: The artist, Daniel Chester French. 
All images courtesy of Chesterwood’s website www.chesterwood.org. 
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(860) 824-1188  |  office@mattslandscapingct.com
Excavation, Land Clearing & Forest Mulching

199 Main St., Salisbury, CT 06068
860-435-0723                   TerreLefferts@yahoo.com 

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE
Swedish  •  Deep Tissue  •  Sports

Foot  Ref lexology  •  Aroma Therapy

Terre Lefferts 
LMT, PTA, CT & MA

THERAPEAUTIC MASSAGE
S w e d i s h  •  D e e p  Ti s s u e  •  S p o r t s 

Fo o t  R e f l e x o l o g y  •  A r o m a  T h e ra p y

Terre Lefferts
LMT, PTA, CMLDP, CT & ME

199 Main St., Salisbury, CT 06068
860-435-0723 • TerreLeffertts@yahoo.com
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Invasive Plant Control • Field Clearing 
Pollinator Habitats • Forestry Mowing

Wetland Restoration

NativeHabitatRestoration.weebly.com
(413) 358-7400 • Licensed in MA. CT. NY. VT

Native Habitat 
Restoration

Returning Balance to Nature

your new york & connecticut funeral & cremation professionals. 
serving all of litchfield, dutchess, & columbia counties.

We offer pet caskets & keepsakes upon request.

w

Scott D. Conklin, owner/manager
www.conklinfuneralhome.com

518-789-4888  |  37 Park Avenue, Millerton, NY

Scott D. Conklin 
Funeral Home, Inc.

Continuously serving at the same location since 1875
Valentine Funeral Home 1875 - 2010

Scott D. Conklin Funeral Home 2010 - Present.
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friendly faces

friendly faces: meet our neighbors, visitors and friends

Lesley Doyel, is the president of the Roeliff Jansen 
Historical Society (RJHS) in Copake Falls, NY. “I have a 
long background in education and museums, so for me, 
this is a dream come true. I’ve been working at the RJHS 
since 2018 and I love the deep dive into local history, and 
designing programs and exhibitions that are relevant to 
and engage our membership from surrounding com-
munities and beyond.” When asked what she likes to 
do outside of her work at the RJHS she said, “Visiting 
museums, other historical societies and sites are favorite 
pastimes. I am also a dedicated preservationist and 
involved in several historic preservation projects locally 
and in New York City.” Though a native of Manhattan, 
Lesley feels a deep connection to upstate New York, and 
its breathtaking landscapes. She loves taking long walks 
with her husband Nick and their dog Munchkin.

Gavin Gursky, a Copake Lake native, just celebrated 
his first birthday in August. He is a happy boy and loves 
to explore – from walking the Rail Trail, Bash Bish, or 
hanging out on the lake, he is a very adventurous guy! 
Gavin is a frequent diner of Copake Country Club, but 
mostly gets the 5pm early bird special to avoid a melt-
down. Gavin is spoiled by so many including his Mama, 
Dada, MEMA, Grammie, aunties, uncles, cousins and 
Miss Kim. He loves YouTube sensation “Miss Rachel” 
and Cocomelon if given the opportunity. Gavin is a huge 
animal lover, frequenting the Trevor Zoo and Love Apple 
Farm to check them out, his favorite animal we have 
discovered so far are dogs. He’s obsessed with his mini 
golden doodle Charli, and they are nothing short of bes-
ties. Gavin is so grateful to grow up in such a wonderful 
area with so many wonderful things to see and do. 

Main Street Magazine’s director of advertising, Ashley 
Kristjansson has been with Main Street since – literally 
– day one. She says, “I truly enjoy interacting with all of 
our advertisers and I love that I have the ability to bring 
ad designs to life.” As a self-proclaimed crazy cat lady, 
you might also associate Ashley with our weekly “Whis-
ker Wednesday” post on her beloved fur baby, Otis. Aside 
from her creative side, Ashley loves to sing, spend time 
with her family, watch reality TV, and travel. “Iceland 
and Mexico are my favorite destinations so far, but Aruba 
is totally on my bucket list!” Ashley’s firmly planted her 
roots in Columbia County and is happy to be raising her 
four-year-old daughter Ellie with the same small town 
feel she grew up with. “Speaking of my daughter; does 
anyone know how to slow down time? Four years have 
gone by in a blink!”

Elizabeth Freeman (c. 1744 – December 28, 1829), 
also known as Bet, Mum Bett, or MumBet, was the first 
enslaved African American to file and win a freedom suit 
in Massachusetts. The Massachusetts Supreme Judicial 
Court ruling, in Freeman’s favor, found slavery to be 
inconsistent with the 1780 Massachusetts State Constitu-
tion. Her suit, Brom and Bett v. Ashley (1781), was cited 
in the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court appellate 
review of Quock Walker’s freedom suit. When the court 
upheld Walker’s freedom under the state’s constitution, 
the ruling was considered to have implicitly ended slavery 
in Massachusetts. “Any time, any time while I was a slave, 
if one minute’s freedom had been offered to me, and I 
had been told I must die at the end of that minute, I 
would have taken it – just to stand one minute on God’s 
airth [sic] a free woman – I would.” –  Elizabeth Free-
man. (Picture and text courtesy of Wikipedia). 

Thomas Cole (February 1, 1801 – February 11, 1848) 
was an English-American painter known for his land-
scape and history paintings. He is regarded as the founder 
of the Hudson River School, an American art movement 
that flourished in the mid-19th century. Cole’s work is 
known for its romantic portrayal of the American wilder-
ness. Born in Bolton le Moors, Lancashire, in 1801, Cole 
immigrated with his family to the United States in 1818, 
settling in Steubenville, OH. At the age of 22, he moved 
to Philadelphia and later, in 1825, to Catskill, NY, where 
he lived with his wife and five children until his death in 
1848. After 1827 Cole maintained a studio at the farm 
called Cedar Grove, in the town of Catskill. He painted a 
significant portion of his work in this studio. In 1836, he 
married Maria Bartow of Catskill, a niece of the owner’s, 
and became a year-round resident. (Picture and text 
courtesy of Wikipedia).

Martin Van Buren (December 5, 1782 – July 24, 1862) 
was an American lawyer and statesman who served as 
the eighth President of the United States from 1837 
to 1841. A founder of the Democratic Party, he had 
previously served as the ninth governor of New York, the 
tenth United States Secretary of State, and the eighth 
Vice President of the United States. Later in his life, Van 
Buren emerged as an elder statesman and an important 
anti-slavery leader who led the Free Soil Party ticket in 
the 1848 presidential election. Van Buren was born in 
Kinderhook, NY, where most residents were of Dutch 
descent and spoke Dutch as their primary language. He 
was the first President to have been born after the Ameri-
can Revolution and is the only President to have spoken 
English as a second language. Van Buren emerged as the 
most influential politician from New York in the 1820s 
and established a political machine known as the Albany 
Regency. (Picture and text courtesy of Wikipedia).
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tristate 
antique 
restoration

CONALL HALDANE  |  proprietor

191 wiltsie bridge road  |  ancramdale, ny 12503  
518 329 0411  |  www.tristateantiquerestoration.com

SPECIALIZING IN ANTIQUE 
FURNITURE RESTORATION 

Catering to the needs of the 
well-loved pet since 1993

Hours: Monday-Friday 9-5:30, Saturday 9-4
333 Main Street, Lakeville, CT  •  Phone: 860-435-8833

Super premium pet foods • Raw diets • Quality toys, 
treats & accessories for your dog & cat 

– many made in USA

P 518.272.8881 • E info@snyderprinter.com • 691 River Street, Troy, NY

www.snyderprinter.com

         Retail Shop  
 Brands we carry:  

Gazelle   Yamaha      

 Magnum   Bagibike         

Bulls      Yuba     

Cannondale 

      Urban Arrow & more   

   E-Bike Rentals  

Scenic Rides 

2 Hour rentals  

Half Day rentals  

Tours  

Corporate Events  

Group Outings  

www.coveredbridgeebike.com 

Millerton Naturopathic
Acupuncture 

Connecticut office: 15 Academy St, Suite 3, Salisbury, CT • (203) 957-1244
New York Office: 65 Main St,  Millerton, NY • (518) 592-1033

DrBrianCrouse@gmail.com • www.MillertonNaturopathicAcupuncture.com

Naturopathic Doctor, Licensed Acupuncturist, and Registered Herbalist
Dr. Brian Crouse, ND, MS, LAc, RH (AHG)

Supplements - Vitamins - Homeopathics - Herbs

518.789.3428 • 17 John Street • Millerton, NY • www.gmframing.com

Carrying on the tradition 
of fine framing

GILDED MOON 
FRAMING 
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Continued on next page …

realty

By Christine Bates
info@mainstreetmag.com

This summer’s regional drought with 
four to five inches of rain less than 
usual, polluted city drinking water in 
Jackson, MS, and water restrictions in 
California emphasize the importance of 
water to our lives. What are the ques-
tions homeowners, and real estate buyers 
and sellers should have about the source 
and quality of the H2O coming out of 
the faucet? Poor water flow or contami-
nated water affects the livability of any 
home and its eventual salability.

Over 300 million Americans drink 
water pumped into their homes from 
public water systems. New York City 
relies on its reservoirs, the largest 
source of fresh, unfiltered water in the 
world, which provide over a billion 
gallons of water daily to around 9.5 
million people. New York City is the 
inheritor of a robust system of pristine 
watersheds, aqueducts, tunnels, and 
water pipelines to supply the city’s 
taps and flush toilets, but in rural, less 
densely populated areas, small munici-
pal and private wells supply much of 
the population. Outside of cities like 
Poughkeepsie and Hartford, regional 
municipal water systems typically 
supply only the central, commercial 
areas of a town or village with the rest 
of residents relying on wells on their 
own property. 

What to ask? What to know?
Real estate listings always indicate a 
property’s source of water whether it 

is a well or municipal water supply. 
When you visit a house in the country 
ask the agent where the well is and 
actually take a look. Don’t be assured 
by a realtor’s wave of the hand in 
the direction of a wooded area. Find 
the well and check to see if the “well 
head,” that’s the pipe sticking out 
of the ground, is elevated at least 6” 
above ground level and that the cap is 
in good condition. 
 While you’re in the house taste the 
water from the faucet. Is it cloudy? 
Does it taste good? Well water typi-
cally is better tasting than chlorinated 
municipal water. Is there a water filter 
and water softener in the basement? 
 The next step is to consult with 
the county department of health and 
get information about what’s under-
ground if the well is registered and 
properly permitted. If you get to the 
final stage before purchase, you should 
make water flow and quality a specific 
contingency to purchase and have the 
well inspected both for productiv-
ity and for water quality. Water flow 
should be at least 6 gallons per minute 
and the water should be safe to drink. 
This flow would provide 360 gallons 
of water each hour, which would be 
sufficient to meet most home water 
peak demands. If the flow is not suf-
ficient it may be necessary to dig a 
new, deeper well or to hydro frack the 
existing well which is done with high 
pressure water, not chemicals. 
 A home inspector should also 
provide a clean bill of health on the 
water quality. After a failed water flow 
test and many conversations with well 
drillers one buyer declined to move 
ahead with a $300,000 purchase. 
There just wasn’t a way to drill an-
other well on the property. The house 
later sold for $288,000 and two years 
later at the height of the pandemic 
sold for $265,000. Water does affect 
real estate prices.

What if you’re building?
What if you have a beautiful piece of 
land with a view and want to build a 

new home or need to dig a new well? 
Before purchasing it’s important to 
determine the availability of water 
especially on a smaller parcel where 
septic might also be an issue. Consult 
with an engineer and a well drilling 
company before moving ahead to 
make certain that the soil is appropri-
ate for a septic and that’s there’s room 
after considering lot lines and power 
lines to also dig a well. How accessible 
is the site to the massive equipment 
required by both excavators and well 
drillers. An average well typically is 
over 200 feet deep and drilling will 
cost on average at least $10,000, but 
could be much more depending on 
depth soils, and rocks. The best well 

Water, water, everywhere?

Above: The water 
tower in Millerton , 
NY, generates extra 
income by renting 
its height out to cell 
phone companies.  
Left: What’s in your 
glass of water? 
Photos by Christine 
Bates
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system but not always, as in the case 
of the Village of Millerton, NY, where 
residents rely on individual septic 
systems that must be pumped and 
maintained. Municipal water systems 
are a reliable source of water even 
during power outages. These systems 
are tested daily by a water operator 
for bacterial contaminants. Annually 
each resident receives a full report 
on water quality compared to EPA 
(Environmental Protection Agency) 
standards. Almost all municipal water 
systems in our region are in com-
pliance with these standards; how-
ever, the non-profit Environmental 
Working Group provides additional 
information about contaminants not 
covered by federal regulations which 
have not been updated in 20 years. 
Their site https://www.ewg.org/tap 
water provides higher standards for 
water quality based on current health 
guidelines. For example, in our area 
one town in Dutchess County had 8.3 
times the amount of arsenic currently 
regarded as safe; a nearby Connecticut 
town had 28 times, and Great Bar-
rington met the more stringent health 
guidelines. 
 The expense of municipal water 
is enormously variable from town to 
town. Aquarion, the water operator 
for much of the Litchfield Hills, is 
now asking for a rate increase which 
includes stepped up pricing depend-
ing on usage. An average customer 
uses 80 to 100 gallons of water a day 
or about 6,000 gallons a month at the 
current rate of $5.66 a thousand gal-
lons plus additional service charges. 
 One Lakeville, CT, resident just 
received a bill for over $230 for 
the month of August because of 

32,000 gallons used for lawn irriga-
tion. Next year this user’s bill will be 
much higher after the graduated rate 
increase. The Village of Millerton has 
just started reading water meters and 
heavy users will be paying much more 
than the $115 flat quarterly fee now 
in effect. Nationally it costs about 
$325 per year for water and in some 
places two to three times that amount.  

Water is survival
From the aqueducts that the Romans 
built to bring water for their cities 
from France to Rome, and the cisterns 
of Constantinople, to mechanical 
windmills which opened the West and 
the reservoir system of New York City 
access to potable water remains critical 
to civilization. Our region dubbed 
by the Cary Institute as the “Saudi 
Arabia of water,” is blessed with abun-
dant, unpolluted water. We have the 
responsibility to care and protect this 
resource which will become increas-
ingly valuable. •

Christine Bates is a registered real estate 
agent in New York and Connecticut with 
William Pitt Sotheby’s. She has written 
about real estate and business since Main 
Street Magazine’s first issue.

site is an elevated area which allows 
any surrounding surface water or rain 
to drain away from the well. Avoid 
placing a well on steep slopes or where 
there are large rocks on the ground 
which may be indicative of what lies 
beneath the surface. Larry Grela of 
Grela Drilling, Connecticut’s largest 
well driller, observed that new wells 
are getting deeper and deeper – 275 
feet to 300 feet. Shallow wells, less 
than 200 feet are a less reliable sources 
of water and are very dependent on 
precipitation. Bored and hand dug 
wells that are only 10 to 30 feet deep 
cased with simple tile or brick still 
exist near older homes. There is one 
of these hiding in my backyard – it 
provided household water before vil-
lage water arrived in pipes. Like the 
slightly deeper driven wells these draw 
from water close to the surface which 
makes them vulnerable to contami-
nants. 
 Hydrofracking, which improves 
well water flows, can only be done 
for wells that 250 feet or deeper. New 
wells are now regulated by county 
health departments, Dutchess County 
Department of Behavior and Com-
munity Health and in Litchfield 
County, the Torrington Area Health 
District and approval to drill may take 
up to six months. It will involve a perc 
test, deep soil excavation, survey, and 
engineering designs for both the water 
and septic system. The actual drilling 
is the easy part.

Is village water better?
Most agents and sellers will point 
to access to public water as a plus 
for the property. Sometimes public 
water also means access to a sewer 

Above, top to 
bottom: Dry creek 
beds in August 
were proof of lack 
of precipitation. 
Photo by Christine 
Bates. Mechanical 
windmills brought 
water to the surface 
making it possible 
to settle the West. 
Today wells rely on 
submerged electri-
cal pumps. Left: 
Recently renovated 
water system equip-
ment in Millbrook, 
NY.
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Rally to 
Save Sharon 
Hospital
Hear from our public officials, doctors, and 
fellow community members on how you can 
help save Maternity and the ICU at Sharon 
Hospital.

Sunday, Oct 16 at 2pm 
at the Sharon Town Green

Save Sharon Hospital, Inc. is a nonprofit community organization composed of volunteers and 
healthcare professionals from the Northwest Corner and the neighboring New York area who are 
concerned about the continued quality and availability of healthcare in our region. We are com-

mitted to supporting and maintaining the full range of services at Sharon Hospital. 

www.savesharonhospital.org

Testify at the 
Public Hearing 

against Nuvance’s application to close Maternity. 
• Written Testimony: Email OHS@ct.gov 
by Monday, Oct. 17. 
• Oral Testimony: Sign up via Zoom on Tuesday, 
Oct 18 at 2pm. Public Testimony starts at 3pm. 
For the Zoom login and further information, 
please visit our website.

Tuesday, Oct 18 via Zoom
10am: Hearing begins
3pm: Public Testimony begins
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baking

By Olivia Valentine & 
Caroline Markonic
info@mainstreetmag.com

Fall! It’s hard to believe that it’s Oc-
tober already! We are going to take it 
super easy on you this month. You’ll 
need to save your baking energy for 
the next few months as we approach 
the holiday season. We must admit 
that our first recipe attempt for this 
month was somewhat of a flop. It 
used apples, which are plentiful this 
time of year, but it fell flat. Our taste 
testers liked the flavor but didn’t think 
it was worthy enough to share with 
y’all. So, we decided to keep the apple 
theme and make a super easy apple 
tart out of ready-made pastry. No 
need for tedious laminating of home-
made pastry. As the kids would say: 
“miss me with that.”  
 It was so much fun to make this on 
a chilly Friday evening. We even had 
helping hands in the kitchen! Jane, 
my (Olivia) middle daughter, stopped 
by with her two dogs. Jane and 
Caroline belted out all the tunes from 
the musical Les Mis. All the laughter 
and singing was very heartwarming 
and it was a perfect night. When Jane 
and Caroline were younger, their 
uncle nicknamed them giggle-itis and 
laugh-a-lotamous. The two of them 
were always giggling and laughing 

about something – when they weren’t 
fighting! Although these interactions 
are less frequent, they definitely still 
occur. It’s not often that we all get 
together and make new memories in 
the kitchen anymore. I find that I am 
more often than not looking fondly 
back at old times. 
 Our kitchen really is the heart of 
our home, despite how absolutely tiny 
it is when there are more than two 
people in it. One thing of note that 
gave us all our “ab workout of the 
day” (laughing) was at my expense. 
We have one or two oven mitts that 
are a bit past their prime… Out of the 
few, the worst was chosen. And it was 
very apparent. When I took the sheet 
pan out of the 425 degree oven, the 
oven mitt was only an illusion. The 
heat went right through it and started 
burning my hand. As this was hap-
pening, Jane and Caroline stood and 
watched as yelling and screaming en-
sued. They stood and stared, waiting 
for me to put the pan down. I instead 
continued to look down at my hand 
telling them that it was $%&* hot! 
The moment felt as if it happened in 
slow motion. What could they even 
do? I finally set it on the counter 
and after it was clear that I was okay, 
laughter erupted, and we each told the 
story of what just happened from our 
own perspectives. The main takeaway 
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was: what took me so long and why 
didn’t I just put it down? It’s easy to 
understand if you have ever experi-
enced me during an emergency: my 
brain loses most all function. Do not 
fret however, I’m positive that by the 
time this comes out, the blister will 
be healed as if it never even hap-
pened. The memory is sure to remain 
though. 
 Anyway, moving on… As always 
with our recipes, we like to try to use 
seasonal fruits as much as we can in 
our bakes. In the beginning of Octo-
ber, apples are ripe for the picking. Go 
out and get ‘em! Take a drive to your 
local farm stand or pick-your-own 
and don’t worry about getting too 
many. There are endless apple recipes 
out there. Here’s ours.

Ingredients:
3 Granny Smith Apples cored and 
sliced very thin
1/4 cup brown sugar
1/4 cup sugar
1 tsp fresh lemon juice
1 tsp cinnamon
2 tbs apricot jam (for the glaze)
Confectioners sugar

Instructions:
Remove puff pastry from the freezer 
and allow to thaw for about 20 min-
utes on the counter. While the puff 

pastry is thawing, slice the apples and 
place in a medium size bowl. Add the 
sugars, lemon juice, and cinnamon.  
Toss the apples with the sugar mixture 
and let sit for about 10 minutes.  
 Once the pastry has thawed, cut 
the sheet into four equal squares. Lay 
the puff pastry on a parchment paper-
lined cookie sheet. Arrange apples 
however you like, just make sure to 
leave space on the edges for the pastry 
to puff up. We did them a few ways 
but the best was simply overlap-
ping them across the puff pastry (see 
photo). 
 Bake for approximately 25 minutes.  
While the tarts are still warm, brush 
with 2 tbs of apricot jam mixed with 
1 tbs of water. Serve warm with a 
dusting of powdered sugar, a scoop of 
vanilla ice cream, or drizzle with some 
caramel sauce!
 P.S. Remember the old saying: an 
apple a day keeps the doctor away. •

Olivia and Caroline are enthusiastic food-
ies and bakers who are constantly in the 
kitchen, as well as explorers who create their 
own adventures in our area – and did we 
mention they are mother and daughter? 
Follow Olivia on Instagram to see her many 
creations at @oliviawvalentine.
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860 364 0878
26 Hospital Hill Road
Sharon, Connecticut
sharonoptical@att.net
www.sharonopticalct.com

Locally owned and operated 
since 1983 by Carl Marshall.

Featuring: Lafont, Silhouette, 
Ray Ban, Nike & Maui Jim

Hours: Mon-Fri 9:30-5:30, 
& Sat 9:30-1

Propietor, Stone Scasso

sheds, tiny houses, chicken coops
pergolas, trellis & more!

Newly renovated deli/ retail store featuring an array of
breakfast & lunch sandwiches served daily with indoor

or outdoor dining under our porch.

Fresh baked goods • coffee • Jane’s Ice Cream 
Hudson Valley Fresh milk • locally sourced items in the market 

1291 County Rt 7, Ancram, New York
Monday – Saturday 6:30am-3:30pm • Sunday 7:30am:3:30pm

BUSINESS & WELLNESS
   RETREAT CATERING
AIRBNB & PRVATE HOME
   CHEF SERVICES

GINA TRIVELLI
private chef
845.233.8513
wholefoodschef1@gmail.com
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By Regina Molaro
info@mainstreetmag.com

Although many of us struggle to 
transition from summer to au-
tumn, there are plenty of reasons 
to celebrate the season. As we leave 
the long leisurely days of summer 
behind us, we learn to embrace the 
more structured routines that come 
along with fall. Many people enjoy 
their autumn traditions, which may 
include visiting corn mazes with 
the kids, picking apples, baking 
sweet treats, taking weekend road 
trips, visiting vineyards, or attend-
ing (or hosting) annual Halloween 
fetes. Warm up to the new season 
by enjoying all of the festivities that 
come along with it. Here are some 
ideas to kickstart your season. 

Averill Farm, Washington 
Depot, CT
This fall, visit Averill Farm to 
sample its homemade cider, apple 
cider donuts, jams, and jellies. Be-
yond fresh cut blooms, Averill also 
sells locally-sourced pies, pump-
kins, gourds, Indian corn, colorful 
mums, maple syrup, honey, cheddar 
cheese, garlic, potatoes, tomatoes, 
and gift items. The family-run farm 
has been operated continuously by 
the Averills since it was purchased 
way back in 1746. Although it was 
a dairy farm for many years, the 
260-acre property is now a fruit 
orchard that produces hay and 
Christmas trees. Tyson Averill (of 
the 10th generation) currently runs 

farms

the farm with help from his wife 
Jennifer, father Sam, mother Susan, 
and several dedicated employees. 
Averill’s apples and pears are grown 
in the 30 acre orchard and are sold 
as picked fruit and pick-your-own. 
Although more than 100 varieties 
are grown, approximately 20 are 
available for customers to pick. 
 250 Calhoun St, Washington De-
pot, CT. Call (860) 868-2777, or 
visit online at www.averillfarm.com.

Daisey Hill Farm, Millerton, NY
Millerton’s Daisey Hill Farm is the 
destination for snapping up seasonal 
autumn fare. Its charming market 
offers everything from pumpkins 
to gourds, winter squash, potatoes, 
and onions. One of the highlights 
of Dailey Hill is its fun corn maze, 
which kids will certainly enjoy ex-
ploring. There’s also a mining wheel 
where the wee ones can mine gems. 
 438 Indian Lake Rd., Millerton, 
NY. Call (518) 789-3393, or visit 
online at www.daiseyhill.com.
 
The Farm Store at Willow 
Brook, Millerton, NY
Autumn is an ideal time to enjoy all 
the benefits of this 450-acre family-
owned dairy farm in Millerton. Its 
colorful farm store is an emblem 
of authentic country living. At the 
farm, you’ll find yourself surround-
ed by pumpkins of various shapes 
and sizes. While there, explore 
the corn maze, witness a herd of 
cattle grazing in an open pasture, 
and indulge in the sweet taste of 
delectable baked goods. With a 
view of a small, lively duck pond 
and the scenic, open air fields 
outside the village, Willow Brook 
Farms has been a family business 
since it was first purchased back in 
1943. The farm is home to more 
than 100 Holstein-Friesian and Jer-
sey dairy cows, which are pedigreed 
and registered for shows. Its shop 
is proud to provide the community Continued on next page …

Above: Rose Hill Farm in Red Hook, NY, offers more than just pick-your-own. Photo: 
Rose Hill Farm. Below, left: Golden Harvest in Valatie, NY, is famous to generations 
of patrons for their apple cider donuts, but their offerings keep expanding! Photo: 
Golden Harvest. 

and visitors with superior quality 
dairy, local fruits and veggies, and 
non-GMO sweet corn, as well as its 
own pork, beef, eggs, and gift items. 
 196 Old Post Rd. 4, Millerton, 
NY. Call (518) 789-6880, or visit 
online at www.thefarmstoreatwil-
lowbrook.com.
 
Golden Harvest Farms, 
Valatie, NY
This season, Golden Harvest Farms 
welcomes guests to enjoy its new 
Harvest Smokehouse, which offers 
takeout, as well as outdoor and 
greenhouse dining. A giant pump-
kin display and hundreds of colorful 
mums welcome visitors to the 
festive “select your own” activities. 
After a long day of leaf peeping, 
head to the Harvest Spirits distillery 
and terraced garden to unwind with 
a cocktail. While at Golden Har-
vest, you can also sample the apple 
cider donuts. 

Fall festivities Warm up to the fall season with these 
cool activities in the Hudson Valley

 Golden Harvest traces its roots 
back to the 1950s, but the story 
of apples being grown on its land 
extends back much further. The 
productive apple orchards of the 
upper Hudson Valley have a long 
and storied history. In the late 
1940s, production in Columbia 
County reached its historical peak. 
According to Golden Harvest, 
about 1.5 million bushels were har-
vested annually. In 1957, Golden 
Harvest opened its road stand to the 
public. Every fall, at harvest time, 
this stretch of road transforms into 
a seasonal attraction – customers 
take in the colorful outdoor apple 
displays and select from a wide 
selection of seasonal produce. The 
orchards now comprise over 200 
acres, with upwards of 45,000 
apple trees. Nearly 30 varieties are 
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grown, including Honeycrisp and 
new varieties such as SnapDragon, 
RubyFrost, and Zestar. 
 3074 Rt. 9, Valatie, NY. Call 
(518) 758-7683, or visit online at 
www.goldenharvestfarms.com.

Greig Farm, Red Hook, NY
Greig Farm welcomes guests to 
spend a leisurely morning or after-
noon picking seasonal fruits and 
vegetables. ‘Tis the season for deli-
cious apples, pumpkins, and black-
berries. Beyond the pick-your-own 
and scenic farm trails, the multi-
faceted Red Hook-based farm offers 
a market, which is open daily and 
serves lunch and dinner to go. A 
petting area invites guests to visit 
the adorable goats. The family-run 
farm also boasts a craft shop, which 
features work from 30 local artisans. 
 The Greig family’s legacy goes 
back to 1942 when Marion and 
Robert Greig met in Hudson and 
settled in Red Hook to start a small 
dairy and fruit farm. In 1952, the 
farm started welcoming neighbors 
for pick-your-own strawberries. 
In 1975, the couple’s son Norman 
began making the pick-your-own a 
core component of the farm. 
 Over the following decade, Greig 
Farm began growing blueberries, 
blackberries, asparagus, and pump-
kins. In 1998, Norman sold the 
cows and exited the dairy business, 
but luckily the pick-your-own and 
artisans remain. 

 227 Pitcher Ln., Red Hook, NY. 
Call (845) 210-5897, or visit online 
at www.greigfarm.com
  
Rose Hill Farm, Red Hook, NY
Rose Hill Farm is certainly fulfilling 
its mission: to honor its family farm 
legacy, engage its community, em-
power the local economy, and tread 
lightly. For fall, head to the farm for 
apple picking, sampling wine and 
cider, and a festive fall vibe. Please 
visit Rose Hill’s website’s calendar 
or events page for all activities, in-
cluding enticing food pop-ups, live 
music, and food-themed evenings 
throughout October. The farm trac-
es its roots back to 1798 when Peter 
Fraleigh initially purchased the land 
and established and named Rose 
Hill Farm in 1812. Six generations 
proceeded him. 
 Some recent history: In 2001, 
the New York State Agricultural 
Society honored Rose Hill Farm 
and its then owners Dave and 
Karen Fraleigh, as the only fruit 
orchard among ten Bicentennial 
Family Farms. Two decades ago, the 
Fraleighs transitioned the farm from 
a wholesale apple orchard to a pick-
your-own destination. They also ex-
panded the crop offerings. In 1998, 
the Fraleighs sold their development 
rights to the Scenic Hudson Land 
Trust, which through a conservation 
easement, protects farmland and 
helps preserve the Hudson Val-
ley’s world-renowned landscape. In 

its doors. The festive farm is a great 
place to visit during the fall. 
 19 Rose Hill Farm, Red Hook, 
NY. Call (845) 758-4215, or visit 
online at www.pickrosehillfarm.
com.
 
Mead Orchards, Tivoli, NY
Mead is a working family farm with 
more than 100 acres in cultivation. 
It takes pride in its stunning variety 
of apples available for picking, 
including favorites such as Hon-
eycrisp, McIntosh, Macoun, and 
Cortland. It also boasts dozens of 
less common varieties such as Snap-
Dragon, EverCrisp, Crimson Crisp, 
Jonagold, RubyFrost, and Idared. 
For autumn, Mead entices guests 
with its enormous corn maze. 
 At eight acres, it’s twice the size 
of last year’s maze. In tribute to the 
people of Ukraine, this year’s maze 
has a bright, bold sunflower theme. 
A portion of the proceeds from the 
maze will benefit the Ukraine Emer-
gency Refugee Fund. This year also 
marks the introduction of Apple 

Town – a children’s village/play-
ground that features a child-sized 
schoolhouse, church, barn, houses, 
and beyond. Let the kids explore 
and enjoy. Also on the menu are 
fresh cider doughnuts, hayrides, 
food trucks, and a farmstand with 
pumpkins and fresh picked veggies. 
 15 Scism Rd. Tivoli, NY. Call 
(845) 756-5641, or visit online at 
www.meadorchards.com.

Whitecliff Vineyard at 
Hudson, NY
For a mod vibe in a historic locale, 
stop in to Whitecliff Vineyard’s 
new Tasting Room. Set on ten acres 
in a spectacular setting above the 
Hudson River, guests can enjoy a 
leisurely afternoon of flights or a 
few glasses of wine. 
 4150 State Rt. 23, Hudson, NY. 
Call (838) 209-9248, or visit online 
at www.whitecliffwine.com. •

farms

2015, Bruce and 
Holly Brittain 
and Chris Be-
lardi purchased 
Rose Hill Farm. 
Their shared 
vision was to 
grow the family-
friendly orchard, 
be effective stew-
ards of the land, 
and preserve the 
natural beauty 
of the Hudson 
Valley. In 2020, 
the Rose Hill 
Winery brand 
launched and the 
Taproom opened 

Above: The corn maze at Mead Orchard in Tivoli, NY, this year gives a nod and 
part of its profits to the Ukraine Emergency Refugee Fund. Photo: Mead Orchards. 
Below, left: Rose Hill Farm in Red Hook, NY. Photo: Rose HIll Farm. 
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860-927-4646  •  860-364-4646  •  860-672-2626  •  www.bainrealestate.com

making real estate history
in the northwest corner

for 50 yearsREAL ESTATE

Bain

The town of Kent came into being at 1:00 in the 
afternoon of the first Tuesday of March 1737.
 
In Windham at the Colony Courthouse an area 
of land on the east side of the Housatonic River 
was auctioned off and then divided into ten 
sections and 50 shares were sold. During that 
year, the first settlers of Kent began to take up 
residence on those plots building a minimum of 
a 16’x16’ structure. Throughout the next two 
centuries most people had no way of owning a 
house. They didn’t have the money for the down 
payment, and banks would not lend money to 
average people until mortgages were born and 
the banks stabilized in 1863 by the National 
Banks Act! In the 1900s the loan term was typi-
cally 5 years, 50% down required, interest only 
payments and a lump sum due at the end. Bor-
rowers often renegotiated their loans every year.
 
Today those original 50 parcels (which included 
today’s Warren) have been divided and subdi-
vided into 3298 separate tax parcels, and with 
mortgage terms a lot easier to negotiate,  a lot 
of wealth has been created leaving all of us a 
healthy real estate market.
 
Bain Real Estate has been around for only 50 
years starting with our first shingle advertising 
“David L Bain Real Estate Investments”. We 
became a family firm when son-in-law Chris 
Garrity joined and became a partner. As a small 
firm, our team focus has been on personal, direct 
service to our clients, using our years of experi-
ence and depth of knowledge to provide simple 
truth and profound advice to all who seek to 
buy or sell in this special part of our country.
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FARM DAIRY
RONNYBROOK

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
VISIT OUR FARM STORE

310 PROSPECT HILL RD. ANCRAMDALE, NY

The Re Institute 

September 3rd to October 29th • Open Saturday 1pm - 4pm
www.TheReInstitute.com • 518-567-5359

1395 Boston Corners Road, Millerton, NY 12546

Tom Burckhardt
Symmetry Works

U . S . A .M
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518-592-1313  •  oakhurst-diner.com
Like us on Facebook and Instagram

@oakhurstdiner
Open 8am-9pm Thurs-Mon

We have tables outside for dining 
and for your enjoyment! Millerton Service Center

ASE Blue Seal of Excellence

Michael D. Lyman 
& Adam M. Lyman

Repairs & Service 
Used Car Sales

518-789-3462 • 518-789-3488 fax
52 South Center St. • Millerton, NY 12546

Holiday gift certificates available 
Remote car starters would be 
the ideal gift this winter!

Enchanting, restored 18th century farmhouse nestled on a dead-end country 
lane with a special building site directly across the road – totaling 9.6 breath-
taking landscaped acres. Located among huge old maples, stone fences, gar-
dens, and two brooks, the architectural gem has authentic early detail and per-
fect proportions: three fireplaces, wideboard floors, original mantels, doors, 
windows, trim, and hardware. In an area of upscale homes in scenic Hillsdale, 
the property is equidistant to Hudson and the Berkshires… $1,795,000

MAGICAL SETTING FOR HISTORIC FARMHOUSE

$1,695,000
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local history

By Lesley Doyel, president, The Roeliff 
Jansen Historical Society
Photographs by Peter N. Fritsch
info@mainstreetmag.com

When you really consider the everyday 
things around you, they start to seem 
like tiny miracles. – Amy Shearn
 
Next June 12 marks the 40th anni-
versary of the dedication of the “old 
Copake Falls Church” as home to 
the Roeliff Jansen Historical Society 
(RJHS) and Museum. The build-
ing itself, rescued from neglect and 
adaptively repurposed, turned 130 
years old in 2022. Throughout the 
years, the museum has become a re-
pository for artifacts and documents 
reflecting the multifaceted history 
of the Roe Jan area. We have chosen 
a small sampling of items from 
the collection for a look beneath 
the surface, and have found some 
surprising and unexpected blasts 
from the past! 

The Jiffy Way egg scale and 
grader
Egg scales (see photo below) are 
used to separate eggs into predeter-
mined grade levels for customers. 
An egg scale is a useful item as it is 
light, and can be transported from 
market to market.
 In 1924, Acme inventor N.E. 
Chapman received a patent for what 
he referred to as an egg grading 
device. The example in the RJHS 
collection is a Jiffy Way brand egg 
weighing scale, which was first pat-
ented in 1940. This portable device 
allowed farmers to weigh one egg 
and easily recognize the weight of 

a dozen similar-sized eggs. Further, 
by placing an egg on the nickel-
plated cradling arm, the machine 
not only tells the specimen’s weight 
in ounces but also its grade, from 
small to extra-large. Originally sold 
for around $2, this colorful tool has 
become a highly collectible item.

Patent for “Method of 
Operating Charcoal Kilns”
The essential materials needed to 
establish an iron works facility in 
the mid-19th century were raw ore, 
limestone, wood, and waterpower. 
All four ingredients were abundant 
in Copake Falls, NY, the site of the 
Copake Iron Works. Now a muse-
um, the Iron Works constitutes the 
largest group of iron-making rem-
nants in the larger Tri-state “Iron 
Heritage” area. Founded in 1845 by 
Lemuel Pomeroy, the Miles family 
purchased, owned, and operated the 
Iron Works from 1861 to 1903.
 The patent in the RJHS collec-
tion (see photo below, right) was 
issued in 1898 to William A. Miles, 
the last owner of the Copake Iron 
Works. To smelt iron efficiently, a 
blast furnace had to continuously 
burn very hot. Charcoal burns 
much hotter than wood (even 
seasoned wood) and at a more con-
sistent temperature.
 Charcoal is generally prepared 
by burning wood in a kiln or oven, 
and by extinguishing the fire just 
before the wood turns completely 
to ash. Charcoal making became 
an extremely important industry, 
and colliers (charcoal-makers) were 
essential. The three-page patent 
granted to William Miles for his 
method of operating charcoal kilns 
is well preserved and complete with 
a ribbon and official seal on the first 
page. Seals of this kind inspired the 
expression “seal of approval,” which 
refers to receiving approval from an 
authoritative person or institute.
 

Continued on next page …

THE ROELIFF JANSEN HISTORICAL SOCIETY:

Collecting local history

Above: Old Copake 
Falls Church, early 
20th century and 
as the RJHS in 
2022.

Left: 1889 patent, 
William Miles 
(originally dating 
from 1878, the pat-
ent was renewed 
in 1880 and 1889) 
RJHS Cat. No. 
2014-0032, gift of 
Bill Miles.

Far left: Egg scale 
and grader, gift of 
Connie Near, ca. 
the 1950s. RJHS 
Cat. No. 2009-
0029.
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Stickle & Mason Sectional Map 
of Columbia County, ca. 1880
The earliest puzzles were created as 
educational tools to teach children 
geography. The earliest commercial 
publisher of these puzzles is John 
Spilsbury, a London-based cartogra-
pher and engraver. He created these 
puzzles, known as “dissected maps” 
by pasting a paper map onto a thin 
piece of mahogany wood and then 
used a marquetry saw to section the 
pieces. The idea of reassembling an 
image from a myriad of pieces be-
came very popular and in addition 
to maps, puzzle imagery expanded 
to include farms, animals, and 
religious scenes. The term jigsaw 
puzzle only came into use dur-
ing the 1880s when a tool called a 
jigsaw was used to cut the intricate 
and interlocking pieces that would 
stay together. 
 The sectional puzzle of Columbia 
County in the RJHS collection (see 
photo right) was made by Stickle 
& Mason, of Weedsport, NY, and 
originally had 22 pieces. When 
assembled, the pieces became a map 
of Columbia County (founded in 
1786) and were printed on wood 
and paper.
 
Oak Magneto Hand Crank 
Ringer Box and handset 
The independent telephone indus-
try began to develop throughout 
rural America early in the 1890s. 
After the publication of a manual 
that explained to farmers how they 
could develop their own telephone 
systems on a mutual or cooperative 
basis, many such phone systems 

evolved throughout rural America. 
By 1912, the number of rural tele-
phone systems has grown to more 
than 3,200 and included numerous 
manufacturers that specialized in 
the production of so-called “rural 
phones”
 
The Copake Telephone Com-
pany
The Copake Telephone Company 
was a rural system founded in 1908, 
by a group of investors headed 
by John D. Ackley. The vintage oak 
crank ringer box from the RJHS 
collection (see photo below) once 
belonged to this small but dynamic 
company. The equipment was made 
by Western Electric and includes 
a handset. Many early manual 
telephones had an attached hand-
cranked magneto that produced an 
alternating current (AC) at 50–100 
V for signaling and ringing bells of 
other telephones on the same “par-
ty” line. This ringing would alert 
an operator at the local telephone 
exchange. The handset with receiver 
and cradle relied on operators to 
put calls through to the exchange 
and predated telephones equipped 
with self-operated rotary dials.

Two vintage hats from the 
New York Central Railroad
The New York Central Railroad 
primarily operated in the Great 
Lakes and Mid-Atlantic regions of 
the United States. New York Cen-
tral was headquartered in the New 
York Central Building adjacent to 
its largest station, the Grand Cen-
tral Terminal in New York City. The 
railroad line was established in 
1853, consolidating several existing 
railroad companies, and was one 
of the first railroads in the United 
States. In 1968, the New York Cen-
tral merged with its former rival, 
the Pennsylvania Railroad, to form 
Penn Central.  
 In 1972, passenger service north 
of Dover Plains ceased, and around 
50 miles of track was abandoned. 
The track bed is now being in-
crementally transformed into the 
Harlem Valley Rail Trail for pedes-
trians and bicyclists, and will soon 
extend all the way from Wassaic to 

Chatham, NY.
 The two vintage Railroad 
hats in the RJHS collection (see 
photo above) sport New York Cen-
tral badges, predating the Penn 
Central established in 1968. The 
hats also tell us that they respec-
tively belonged to a brakeman and 
to a conductor. A conductor has 
traditionally been the train crew 
member responsible for operational 
and safety duties that do not involve 
the actual operation of the train/
locomotive. The brakeman’s job, 
however, was initially very danger-
ous and involved walking atop 
moving cars and manually applying 
brakes. 
 In 1869, George Westinghouse 
patented the automatic air brake 
system, eliminating this hazardous 

Above, top to bottom: Stickle and Mason Sectional Map, catalog number 2000-
0004, gift of John Jones. RJHS Cat. No. 1989-0090 H, the brakeman’s hat of Ray 
Snow, Hillsdale, N.Y., and a conductor’s hat, Cat. No. 2015-76 donated by the David 
Vincent family. Below, left: RJHS catalog no. 2012-009A, gift of Judith Ackley 
Whitbeck.

local history

but necessary practice. These days, 
the brakeman (called a trainman 
or assistant conductor) collects 
revenue, may operate door “through 
switches” for specific platforming 
needs, makes announcements, and 
operates train-line door open and 
close controls when required to as-
sist the conductor. •

Next summer (2023), the Roeliff Jansen 
Historical Society will celebrate its 40th 
year as a museum of local history and will 
showcase many other fascinating objects 
and documents from its ever-growing 
collection. The museum is located at 8 
Miles Road, Copake Falls, NY. Please visit 
their website at www.roeliffjansenhs.org to 
learn about their programs, exhibits and 
to explore much more local history. 
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PRECISION
AUTO STORAGE

Your ultimate car storage awaits!

6050 Route 22 in Millerton, NY
dan@precisionautostorage.com  •  www.precisionautostorage.com

CLARK’S
outdoor services

landscaping & design  •  stonework & design  •  lawn care
patios  •  walkways  •  walls  •  maintenance  •  & more

legitimately in the landscape business for over 20 years

Eric Clark  •  (518) 325-9098  •  (518) 567-4636
www.clarksoutdoorservices.com

Madsen Overhead Doors offers numerous door options to fit any budget! 
Residential, Commercial & Industrial Doors, Electric Operators, 

Radio Controls, Sales & Service.

673 Route 203, Spencertown, NY 12165 
Phone (518) 392 3883 | Fax (518) 392 3887 

info@madsenoverheaddoors.com 
www.MadsenOverheadDoors.com

Fast, friendly service since 1954

MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS

MADSEN
OVERHEAD DOORS
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PRIME RENTAL PROPERTY AVAILABLE!

This prime rental property is centrally-located in bustling Millerton, NY. The building has 
been recently renovated and is very visible from busy Route 44 – it is the former Key 
Bank building and is located across the street from the shopping plaza, which is being 
developed. It has over 20 parking spaces, a private double-door entrance, 3 private of-
fices along with a big open lobby with numerous large windows casting lots of natural 
light, storage rooms and a bank vault, as well as a separate kitchen / lunch break room. 
It has central air and heating. For further information, please call (518) 592-1135. 
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By Regina Molaro
info@mainstreetmag.com

With the news of the advanced Titan-
ic 8K footage, which shows the most 
detail ever captured of the sunken 
ship and Titanic: The Exhibition de-
buting in Manhattan next month (at 
526 6th Ave., New York, NY), there’s 
been a new wave of interest in this 
intriguing yet tragic story.   
 Of course, everyone is familiar 
with the history of the RMS Titanic – 
the luxurious ocean liner that collided 
with an iceberg on its maiden voyage 
from Southampton, England to New 
York City in April, 1912. 
 The ship, which was believed to 
be unsinkable, went down almost 
three hours after colliding with the 
iceberg and sank en route to New 
York. Among the 1,500 people who 
lost their lives in the tragedy, most of 
them were crew.
 If the Titanic successfully reached 
its destination, it would have arrived 
at New York City’s Pier 59 on April 
17, 1912. Instead, Carpathia, the 
transatlantic passenger steamship that 
rescued Titanic’s 705 surviving pas-
sengers and crew, docked at Pier 54 
off of West 12th Street on April 18, 
1912.
 Among the New Yorkers who 
perished were John Jacob Astor IV 
(who was referred to as Jack) who was 
among the wealthiest men in America. 
His net worth at the time was $87 
million, which is the equivalent of 
$2.2 billion today.

Hotelier
The American businessman, finan-
cier, and investor created most of his 
personal fortune through real estate 
investments, including the opening of 
Astoria – a luxury property near the 
Waldorf Hotel, which was owned by 
his cousin and rival, Waldorf Astor.
 Later, Jack and Waldorf combined 
properties and created the Waldorf-
Astoria New York. Cultural figures, 

political leaders, musicians, and 
royalty gathered in its grand spaces 
and entertained in its opulent suites in 
Midtown Manhattan.
 In 1904, Jack opened the St. Regis 
Hotel – its name was inspired by the 
St. Regis Lake in the Adirondacks, 
NY. This idyllic spot was a popular 
vacationing destination for the Astor 
family. He also opened The Knick-
erbocker – one of New York City’s 
most luxurious hotels at the time. It 
is rumored to be the birthplace of the 
martini. 
 Along with Astor, Isidor Strauss – a 
co-owner of Macy’s also lost his life 
in America’s largest maritime disaster. 
Another wealthy businessman, Benja-
min Guggenheim, who hails from the 
now-famous Guggenheim family, also 
perished on this fateful journey along 
with Henry B. Harris – a Broadway 
producer who built the Hudson The-
ater. 

In Rhinebeck, NY
The Astors trace their roots back to 
Rhinebeck, NY. From the early days 
through today, their legacy lives on. 
Born on July 13, 1864 at Ferncliff, 
the Astor family estate in Rhinebeck, 
Jack was the fifth child and first son 
of William Blackhouse Astor Jr. and 
Caroline Webster Schermerhorn. He 
was born into an affluent family. His 
great-grandfather was German-Ameri-
can immigrant, John Jacob Astor, who 
amassed his fortune through work in 
the fur trade. 
 Jack attended St. Paul’s School in 
Concord and Harvard University. His 
accomplishments include publishing 
a science-fiction novel, A Journey in 
Other Worlds, which was set in the 
year 2000. Astor also had an inventive 
side. In 1898, he patented a bicycle 
brake.
 When the Spanish-American War 
began in 1898, he offered his yacht, 
the Nourmahal, to the US Navy to 
help in the war effort. Jack also served 
in the US Army during the conflict.
 Although Jack was married once 
before to Ava Lowle Willing, he was 

returning from his honeymoon in 
Egypt and France with his second 
wife, Madeleine Talmage Force, when 
he sailed aboard the Titanic. The new-
lyweds boarded in Cherbourg, France, 
with plans to eventually land in Man-
hattan. Madeleine was pregnant at the 
time.
 During the ship’s sinking, As-
tor helped his new bride into a 
lifeboat. He hoped to join her, but 
was instructed that only women and 
children were permitted to board 
the lifeboats. He took note of which 
lifeboat Madeleine had entered, so 
that he could find her later. Astor then 
stepped back to allow others to board. 
 In The Knickerbocker, Eric Enders 
wrote: “When it collided with an 
iceberg, Astor calmly walked to their 
cabin to inform Madeleine. They 
made their way to the lifeboat deck, 
where Astor helped his five-months 
pregnant wife into a boat. ‘I heard Mr. 
Astor ask the second officer whether 
he would not be allowed to go aboard 
this boat to protect his wife,’ survivor 
Archibald Gracie IV later testified. 
The Second Officer said, ‘No, sir, no 

living legacies

Rhinebeck roots

Continued on next page …

Rhinebeck is the birthplace of John Jacob Astor IV who perished on the Titanic 

Above: A flashback 
of yesteryear when 
the elite spent time 
at John Jacob As-
tor’s posh hotels. 
Image courtesy of 
The Knickerbocker. 
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living legacies

man is allowed on this boat or any of 
the boats until the ladies are off.’ Mr. 
Astor then said, ‘Well, tell me what is 
the number of this boat so I may find 
her afterwards.’ Seven days later, As-
tor’s corpse was recovered by a rescue 
ship. His pockets contained $2,440 in 
cash, a few francs and British pounds, 
and various gold and silver coins.”
 Jack’s body was recovered and laid 
to rest at Trinity Church in Manhat-
tan.

Ferncliff: then and now
The estate that Jack grew up on, Fern-
cliff Estate – also known as Ferncliff 
Farm – was a working farm with dairy 
and poultry operations, and stables. 
According to sources at Ferncliff For-
est, after Jack’s death on the Titanic, 
his son William Vincent Astor, widely 
known as Vincent, inherited the 
estate. 
 Vincent continued to acquire 
property, including land that stretched 
all the way down to the Hudson 
River. In 1940, the land totaled 2,800 
acres. In 1959, Vincent passed away 
and left Ferncliff Farm to his second 
wife, Brooke Russell Astor.
 A few years later, Homer K. Staley 
Sr., then president of the Rhinebeck 
Rotary, asked Brooke Astor if she 
would donate 190 acres, known as 
Mt. Rutsen, to the Rotary, so that it 
could be enjoyed by the community 
as a forest preserve and game refuge. 
In 1964, she granted his request, 
stipulating that the land must remain 
“forever wild.”
 Homer K. Staley Sr. was named 
Ferncliff ’s first Forest Ranger and 
served as  a ranger for a few decades. 
At his request, the property was 

transferred to Ferncliff Forest, Inc. – a 
not-for-profit organization. His son, 
Homer K. Staley Jr. also served as 
Forest Ranger. In 1994, the Homer K. 
Staley Sr. Nature Walk was established 
as a gift from the Rhinebeck Rotary. 
 The land is enjoyed by locals and 
visitors. Open year-round, it offers 
trails for walking, hiking, and moun-
tain biking. People are also welcome 
to fish, camp, and ski there. The top 
attraction is climbing the fire tower 
to take in views of the foliage and 
beyond. 

Caring for the community
After Vincent’s passing, some of the 
estate’s land, including the gatehouse, 
staff quarters, teahouse, and dairy 
barns became private homes. Another 
land donation led to the establish-
ment of ArchCare at Ferncliff Nursing 
Home and Rehabilitation Center on 
the former estate property. Nestled 
on 36 park-like acres, this center 
serves individuals and families from 
every corner of the Hudson Valley 
and beyond. According to the Marist 
Heritage Project, a director at Marist 
College was friendly with Vincent and 
shared this story:
 “One time Vincent fell suddenly 
sick, and was taken to Benedictine 
Hospital in Kingston run by the nuns. 
He remained there several days, then 
returned to Ferncliff. He must have 
been very impressed with the care 
he received from the nuns, because 
two decades later, he left the Ferncliff 
estate to them. 
 Today it is a residential nursing 
home for seniors. A special school for 
developmentally disabled students in 
Rhinebeck is called the Astor Home, 

originally run by the nuns, but now 
an independent corporation. 
 Vincent’s wife, the late Brooke As-
tor, was involved in myriad philan-
thropies mostly connected to New 
York City, but until her final sickness 
she maintained her connection with 
the Astor home.”

Another Astor affiliation
As demonstrated, the Astor family 
has made many contributions to the 
Rhinebeck community and beyond. 
Community-based non-profit organi-
zation, Astor Services for Children & 
Families, provides children’s mental 
health services, child welfare services, 
and early childhood development 
services.  
 It was established in 1953, in 
response to an initiative of the New 
York State Department of Mental Hy-
giene, to create children’s residential 
treatment programs that would reduce 
the need for psychiatric hospitaliza-
tion of children, 
 The organization’s first home, now 
the agency’s administrative offices 
and residential treatment center, was 
located in Rhinebeck on property that 
Vincent donated to the Archdiocese 
of New York. 

Other prominent properties
Completed in 1904, Astor Court, 
which was designed by American 
architect Stanford White, spanned 
40,000 square feet. Also known as 
Ferncliff Casino, it boasted a lavish 

indoor swimming pool and tennis 
court. When former President Bill 
Clinton’s daughter Chelsea wed Marc 
Mezvinsky in 2010, their fete was 
held at the opulent Astor Court. 
 Several years ago, the Astor 
Teahouse was placed on the market. A 
later addition to the estate, it was built 
in 1948 on the site of William Astor’s 
original house. In 2013, the teahouse 
was purchased by Robert Duffy, co-
founder and president of Marc Jacobs 
International LLC., who completely 
renovated the home. In 2018, it went 
back on the market.  
 The Astors certainly made their 
mark in Rhinebeck, Manhattan, and 
beyond. When we stroll through 
Ferncliff Forest, drive down the 
country roads in Rhinebeck, or visit 
family or friends at Astor Services for 
Children & Families or ArchCare at 
Ferncliff Nursing Home and Rehabili-
tation Center, we are enjoying their 
generosity and experiencing an echo 
of the Astor’s legacy. •

Above: John Jacob Astor IV opened Manhattan’s luxurious hotel The Knickerbocker. 
Below, left: The Tea Room at The Knickerbocker exudes the elegance of a bygone era. 
All images courtesy The Knickerbocker.
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Celebrating 30 Years!

1 East Market Street Rhinebeck, NY 12572
845 876 5500  |  Open daily

www.rhinebeckstore.com

Accepting
only the  

EXCEPTIONAL.
www.harney.com

Embroidery by Ellen Moon, Hotchkiss Philharmonic, Fine Arts Quartet, Hotchkiss Dramatic Association

Servicing Taconic Hills Area

(518) 325-6700
herringtonfuels.com

9018 State Route 22 • Hillsdale

•  Heat/AC Systems
•  Heating Oil 
•  Propane
•  Diesel 
•  Kerosene
•  24/7 Emergency  

Service/Repair
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Church Street

DELI & PIZZERIA
WW

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner

Salads • Sandwiches • Subs • 
Wraps • Burgers & Dogs • 
Pizza • & more!

(518) 329-4551
1677 County Rt. 7A, Copake

POOCHINI’S

Providing grooming & boarding services
46 Robin Road • Craryville, NY 
518.325.4150 • 518.821.3959
poochinipetsalon@gmail.com 
Follow us on Facebook!

Your pet will leave happy, feeling good and most importantly, looking great!

Pet Salon
DAWN GARDINA

We share your passion.®

2022 Full-Line Catalog
Building Professionals’ Entry & Patio Door Directory

Quality you can trust from  
the #1 entry door.

Together we’re building stronger  

partnerships – and better entryways. 

“Builders rely on us to provide products that will perform. The warranty 

gives us confidence to offer Therma-Tru doors to our customers. The 

product quality is consistent. Therma-Tru also offers one of the largest 

glass selections available in the industry and the most true-to-wood look 

on a fiberglass door.”

–  Kevin K., Overhead Inc. in Ohio  

More Than 25 Years Using Therma-Tru

“Therma-Tru is unique because they have an entire system that includes 

the door, the glass, the frame, the sill…everything has been quality tested  

for performance.”

–  Bill D., Distributor / Fabricator in Illinois 

More Than 8 Years Using Therma-Tru

We’re proud to have been 

chosen again by builders as 

the leading entry door brand 

in Quality for 2020, and the 

Brand Used Most* for more 

than 20 consecutive years.

*Brand Use Study, 2020 Builder magazine.  
Note: See your Therma-Tru seller or visit www.thermatru.com for details on limited warranties and exclusions.

Brand Used Most*
Builders choose Therma-Tru more than  
twice as often as any other entry door brand.

#1

Quality*#1

Hillsdale, NY: 518.325.3131· Lakeville, CT: 860.435.2561 · Millerton, NY: 518.789.3611
Hudson, NY: 518.828.9431· Chatham, NY: 518.392.9201 · Sheffield, MA 413.229.8777

www.herringtons.com· 800.453.1311· OUR PEOPLE MAKE THE DIFFERENCE

Factory Lane Auto Repair
Pine Plains, NY • (518) 398-5360

(518) 398-5360   |   3 Factory Lane   |   Pine Plains, NY

Autumn is upon us and 
with it come falling leaves, 

wet leaves, and frost – 
all of which can make 
for dangerous driving 
conditions. Make sure 

that your car is prepared 
for the changing weather! 

We’re here to help.

	

	

	
CENTER FOR PHYSICAL THERAPY & MOVEMENT EDUCATION 

~ Adding Life to Your Years ~ 
 

Physical Therapy ••  Orthopedics ••  Women’s Health 
Pilates Rehab & Fitness ••  Tai Chi Balance 

 

Bente Dahl-Busby, PT, DPT, NCPT 
Sabina Busby, DPT, WCS, OCS, NCPT 

 

101 Gay Street (Rte 41), Sharon, CT  860.397.5363 
danicacenter.com • info@danicacenter.com 
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By Pom Shillingford
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Flower friends, we have to face it: it’s 
October and like it or not, (in my 
case, not at all) the end of the garden-
ing season is nigh. Days are getting 
shorter. Temperatures are dropping. 
I’m obsessing about when we are go-
ing to get our first frost (assuming we 
haven’t already had it by the time you 
are reading this. In which case I will 
be in deep mourning for the prema-
ture demise of my dahlias). There are 
still a few joys to come – winterberry, 
holly, and all those holiday floral joys 
– but in terms of perennials, bulbs, or 
annuals, we’ve reached the end of the 
road for this year as far as cut flowers 
go.

Get a plan
But no slipping gently into that good 
night! For right now is the perfect 
time to get into gear and start plan-
ning next year’s garden. In fact, if you 
want to ensure that next year is going 
to be in a banner year, get a plan (and 
some action) together now, or you’re 
going to be screwed!
 First up, plant those spring bulbs! 
There is no greater exercise of faith, 
I think, in life than planting bulbs. 
For those of us who dread winter and 
especially those interminably bleak 
grey days of March and early April, 
we go through this ritual every fall in 
the hope, if not the knowledge, that 

flowers

The end of gardening season

better days will come again. 
 Even as someone who ordered 
a mountain of bulbs back in June 
when this year’s spring bulbs were still 
fresh in my mind and having to plant 
them was a far-off problem not to be 
worried about, I can attest you can 
NEVER have too many spring bulbs. 
Snowdrops, aconites, crocus, narcissi, 
tulips, fritillaria, muscari, allium…
the list goes on. As the procession of 
spring color bursts into life, it will be 
so worth the effort that went before. 
You may not want to at the time. 
You might not even have the most 
fun doing it. But like going for a run, 
you will never regret it once you’re 
done. I can’t tell you the number of 
blazing rows my husband and I have 
had planting the thousands of bulbs 
into our garden every November for 
the last ten years. Tears, swearing, 
and lots of “You’re on your own next 
year!” I can guarantee the same thing 
will happen this year. And come next 
spring, I can promise you we’ll be 
plotting how we can plant more again 
come the fall. 
 So, if you haven’t already ordered 
your bulbs, put this magazine down 
and get on it right now [ED – no 
Pom, don’t tell them to put the maga-
zine down!]. Many bulb companies 
will not yet have started shipping 
their orders and while some varieties 
may have sold out long ago, they will 
still have some available inventory. 
And while you’re at it, make sure you 

order some paperwhite, hyacinth, and 
amaryllis bulbs for winter forcing. I’ll 
be chatting about these in a later edi-
tion but get these bulbs now and store 
them somewhere cool and dark in the 
meantime. We want to grow these so 
that come those bleak winter months 
our homes are still going to be full of 
fresh, seasonal, and sustainable flowers

Upside / downside
The next thing to think about now 
is what you want to grow next year 
and where. One (probably the only) 
upside to Covid is it opened up the 
world of gardening to so many new 
gardeners. The downside is demand 
for seed, plants, and tubers is now 
at an all-time high. What was once 
a leisurely pursuit, these days order-
ing dahlia tubers has become like an 
episode of Hunger Games so cut-throat 
is the competition to secure a lusted-
after tuber. Seeds that were once easily 
ordered in April when it was time to 
sow can now sell out months earlier. 
Even if you don’t order now, work out 
what you want to grow and at least 
identify where you are going to source 
your seed and plant material starting 
in January. Sign up now for those 
companies’ catalogues, newsletters, or 
sales announcements.
 Where you want to grow is also 
worth considering now. If you are 
thinking about adding new beds, the 
current movement to no-dig garden-
ing, instead of the traditional back-

breaking double digging, involves 
laying down thick cardboard and 
then covering it in a heavy layer of 
compost. Far better for soil structure 
and long-term health, it does however 
require a significant amount of time 
to turn grass into plantable ground. 
Best to get a jump on it now than 
wait and have a late spring scupper 
your flower plans. 
 And finally, if you need help with 
bringing any of your garden plans to 
life and want to hire a professional 
for labor, design and/or installation, 
find someone now. Discuss what you 
want, agree on a quote, and get on 
their schedule now. With demand for 
these services sky-high, if you wait 
until spring, just as I said at the begin-
ning of this article, you’re going to be 
screwed! 

Favorite sources
Vegetable seeds: Johnny Selected 
Seeds www.johnnyseeds.com. Flower 
seeds: Floret Flower Farm www.floret-
flowers.com. Bulbs: John Scheepers 
www.johnscheepers.com. Dahlia Tu-
bers: Triple Wren Farms www.triple-
wrenfarms.com and The Farmhouse 
Flower Farm www.thefarmhouseflow-
erfarm.com. •

Pom Shillingford is an obsessive gardener 
originally from England and now based in 
Salisbury, CT. She offers seasonal cut flowers 
through English Garden Grown. Find her on 
Instagram @english_garden_grown.
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Store where Babe Ruth was a customer. Today it is the Copake Falls 
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By Lorraine Alexander
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Anyone who visits Millbrook, NY, 
will likely notice a series of panels 
mounted on posts that bring them to 
a comfortable reading level. Once no-
ticed, they do seem to mushroom. In 
fact, there are 29 in all, three of which 
are most accessible by car; otherwise 
the panels, recounting the lives, oc-
cupations, and dwellings of Milbrook-
ers through the ages, are by their 
very nature “for pedestrians only.” 
They militate in the nicest possible 
way against the tendency of people 
to rush from one errand to the next, 
barely noticing much more than the 
oncoming traffic or the quality of the 
fall foliage. (Millbrook’s main street 
is lined with thornless honey locusts, 
a tree that tolerates drought and road 
salt, and turns bright yellow in fall.) 

Museum in the Streets
Based on the copyrighted model of 
a program named Museum in the 
Streets – a learning experience, via 
self-guided walking tours – panels 
proffer well-researched narratives ac-
companied by archival photographs 
culled painstakingly from historical 
societies, libraries, and private collec-

museum in the streets

millbrook’s museum in the streets

tions. In the case of Millbrook, they 
tell a detailed story of the village’s 
Quaker beginnings and the arrival and 
impact of Irish and Italian immigrants 
in the late 19th and early 20th cen-
turies. All MITS installations feature 
a second language, and Millbrook’s is 
Italian.
 In a world where many people 
work and play in a version of solitary 
confinement, museum-going and 
other public activities have sometimes 
suffered, especially in small com-
munities. In which case, reasoned 
Patrick Cardon, originator of the 
global MITS program, why not bring 
museums, in particular small ones, 
to the people? “The idea germinated 
because of a lack of information and 
a feeling of being lost in a fantastic 
environment,” says Cardon, an art 
historian and Egyptologist at the 
Brooklyn Museum before becoming 
secretary-general of the International 
Council of Museums in Paris, an 
organization that “protects and pro-
motes the museum profession.” While 
in France, Cardon became active in a 
local historical society and formed a 
business to bring history into focus, 

not least because of a vibrant histori-
cal society and the involvement of the 
recently deceased historian and writer 
David McCullough. Wherever the 
villages, towns, and even a few cities 
are located, illustrated accounts of 
collapsed bridges, May Day celebra-
tions, disastrous fires, parades for 
every occasion, the realities of war 
and their remembrance, the struggles 
of immigrants, the advent of railroad 
service, then its demise…all are laid 
out for the curious stroller or a high-
school historian in the making. The 
panels are positioned before the very 
site where something of note once 
stood and has vanished or, against 
many odds, survived.

How to do it
The process of approval, funding, 
research, and installation varies with 
the size of the undertaking and the 
enthusiasm of townspeople. If you 
shy away from meetings, you might 
not be the ideal proponent of such 
a project; “community” is a byword, 
opinions are many, and then there is 
the task of research, some of which 
may already be in place, some not, 
followed by the writing of synopses, 

as one might say, at 
street level. When he 
moved to Maine, hav-
ing brought MITS to 
fifteen municipalities 
in France, his business 
model came with him. 
 The program has 
grown slowly, as is 
often the case for com-
munity-wide initiatives 
with limited budgets. 
Thomaston, ME, was 
the first American 
town to participate, 
in 2003, and to date 
Maine has ten member 
sites, the most of any 
state. 
 The next year 
Hastings-on-Hudson 
was the first town to 
sign on in New York, 

Continued on next page …

Above: Today’s Vil-
lage Hall was once 
the YMCA. Below, 
left: St. Joseph’s, 
with a glimpse of 
cemetery in the rear. 
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museum in the streets

gathering of illustrations, translation 
into a requisite second-language…. 
 On the brighter side, pride in one’s 
home town or neighborhood and 
the desire to teach future generations 
about what they may initially think 
of casually or even dismissively as “the 
past” are powerful motivations. MITS 
is a big-picture vision made up of 
many small ones.

Looking into the faces of those 
long gone
Millbrook’s heritage trail, if you like, 
came together in 2014 as the result of 
an anonymous grant, individual con-
tributions, and, not least, the determi-
nation of village leaders. Looking over 
the entire 29 panels, absorbing the 
details, staring back into the faces of 
people long dead who shaped village 
life, can be daunting. It’s the sort of 
experience that I at least would want 
to take in slowly, on repeated visits. 
 With distance, several key periods 
fall into place: the early times in the 
mid-18th century, when Quakers 
first settled the area; the arrival of 
train service in 1869, which changed 
everything and required the village to 
give itself a name, Millbrook Farm; 
the decades before and after the turn 
of the century, when immigrants first 
from Ireland and then from Italy ar-
rived, businesses took root, churches 
and schools were established, and the 
surrounding grand estates brought 
money, prosperity, and a leisured class 
to the countryside.

Influential families
The Haight, Hart, and Thorne fami-
lies were landowners, entrepreneurs, 
and Quakers, the colonies’ third-larg-
est religious group before the Revolu-
tion. Philip Hart owned orchards and 
developed mills along the tributaries 
of Wappinger Creek; Harts Village is 
Millbrook’s oldest neighborhood, with 
residences dating back as far as 1750. 
 The Thorne family has endured, 
donating land and the three-story 
Beaux Arts buff-brick and limestone 
building that would become the 
village high school from 1895 until 
1962. (A newspaper article had criti-
cized Millbrook for lagging behind in 
public education, which prompted the 
grandiose gift – the Thorne Building 
was listed on the National Register of 
Public Places in 1996 – and in turn 
obligated the village to incorporate). 
Though you won’t find this on the 
panel, the building has recently been 
taken in hand by the Millbrook Com-
munity Partnership to be revitalized 
and repurposed as a state-of-the art 
landscaped community center.
 With the Dutchess and Columbia 
Railroad’s arrival, the rate of change 
accelerated. Sheep pastures and 
orchards were laid with tracks and 
threaded with access roads. Today’s 
Merritt Bookstore was erected as a 
warehouse for grain, freight, and the 
firehouse stands where Millbrook 
House hotel, c.1870, welcomed guests 
for a newly developing summer sea-
son. Railway maintenance gave jobs 
to Irish immigrants, driven westward 
by the 1840 potato famine, who oth-
erwise were finding work on the local 
horse farms. 
 The first commercial structure, 
Thompkin’s & Smith General Store, 
was moved in 1870 from nearby 
Harts Village to a lot on Front Street 
across from the current (and only) 
service station in Millbrook, pro-
tected under the terms of the Thorne 
family’s gift of Tribute Garden. The 
view of this section has changed little 
with time. The hardware store, which 
carries the Reardon name from the 
1890s, has continued in the same 
building, and remains in the Flanigan 
family, who purchased it in 1963. 
 The village bank building was first 
a railway office, then a pharmacy, and 
as of 1891 was the precursor of today’s 
Bank of Millbrook, having survived 

the Great Depression. The train, how-
ever, did not, and in 1930 the great 
railway adventure was stopped in its 
tracks, and the wagons’ iron wheels 
were sent to be melted down for the 
coming war effort. 
 It was in 1890 that the wave of 
Italian immigration to cities and 
towns in the Northeast began in ear-
nest. Young men from southern Italy 
came as day-laborers and stonecutters, 
escaping the lack of opportunity at 
home, although about half of the im-
migrants, disillusioned and ambiva-
lent, eventually returned. The great 
gift of many of those who remained 
was the stone masonry that became 
Millbrook’s signature style (rounded 
stone with mortar in contrast to the 
dry walls of New England). Systemati-
cally underpaid, these artisans were 
rewarded in the 1930s when FDR’s 
WPA construction of the Taconic 
Parkway enlisted their talents for the 
road’s many fine bridges. Alden Place 
had become their home turf, they’d 
finally (after distinguished service in 
WWI) been allowed to buy property, 
and panel 12 shows the Italian Natu-
ralization Society, one of numerous 
mutual aid societies formed to help 
new arrivals.

Daily life
Daily life, as much as is ever the case, 
became stabilized, its essential services 
well established. In 1907 Millbrook 
Library had moved from a room in 
the high school to its own building 
at the corner of Franklin Avenue 
and Friendly Lane, thanks to funds 

donated by the widow of a Civil War 
soldier, Richard Hayes. Expanded 
in 1973 and 2002, the library has 
long been a vibrant locus of village 
life. Parades traditionally celebrate 
village people, pets, and festivals: the 
firefighters, Sandanona Hounds, the 
WWI Armistice when Red Cross vol-
unteers filed past the Tripps’ butcher 
shop and the Women’s Christian 
Temperance Union.
 For fifty years (1920-1970) teenag-
ers hung out at the ice cream shop 
where today’s deli is. Across Church 
Street the store pictured on panel 15 
was a news/tobacconist during the 
1930s and 1940s and became, under 
the ownership of John and Marilyn 
Kading, The Corner News, a sort 
of village turnstile (at Millbrook’s 
only traffic light) from 1947 through 
1999. The first resident I met during 
a coffee break from my house search 
was sitting on a sidewalk bench here, 
his paper on his lap, his golden Lab 
stretched out at his feet, his smile 
exuding contentment – all good signs! 
More recently, during a three-month 
period in 2020 when restaurants were 
closed by the Covid pandemic, Mill-
brook’s fifties-era silver diner distrib-
uted 9,000 free hot meals to people in 
need.
  There is so much more to tell, but 
the rest is for those who visit Mill-
brook to discover as they move among 
its lovingly created street museum, 
free to the public and open every day, 
rain or shine. •

Above: Generations of Italian stonecutters’ work survives in Millbrook. This c.1905 struc-
ture was Nunzia Galuppo Petrone’s shop selling Italian groceries and homemade dolci. 
Below, left: A railroad warehouse once occupied the site where Merritt Bookstore is now.
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Since the October issue celebrates the 
area’s rich history, it proved to be an 
opportune time to honor the achieve-
ments of William Edward Burghardt 
Du Bois. Renowned as W.E.B. Du 
Bois, he was a scholar, sociologist, 
historian, activist, and journalist. 
The Berkshire Museum in Pittsfield, 
MA, features a permanent exhibition 
that highlights some of his life’s work. 
Visit The Feigenbaum Hall of Innova-
tion, an interactive exhibition that 
celebrates innovators like Du Bois 
who hail from the Berkshires. Here’s 
a history and a few highlights of his 
legacy.

A history
Great Barrington, MA, is the home-
town of Du Bois who was born on 
February 23, 1868. Growing up, he 
spent time in the company of many 
intellectuals and was inspired to learn. 
After graduating from Searles High 
School where he served as valedicto-
rian in 1884, Du Bois attended Fisk 
University – a historically Black 
college in Nashville, TN. Donations 
from church members at the Congre-
gational Church in Great Barrington 
funded his tuition.
 Although Du Bois witnessed rac-
ism during his childhood in the Berk-
shires, this didn’t fully prepare him 
for the South with its Jim Crow laws, 
Black voting suppression, lynchings, 
and beyond. While studying at Fisk 
University, Du Bois spent his sum-
mers teaching in Tennessee. This gave 
him personal insight into the poverty 
and discrimination that young Blacks 
endured. In 1888, he earned his Bach-
elor’s degree. 
 In fall of 1888, Du Bois began his 
studies at Harvard, which failed to 
honor his degree from Fisk because it 
was considered inferior. After entering 
Harvard as a junior, Du Bois gradu-
ated with his second Bachelor’s degree 
in 1890. History was his area of study. 
 Du Bois completed his graduate 
work at Harvard University in 1895 
and was the first African American 

making a difference

local legacy
to receive a PhD. His doctoral thesis, 
“The Suppression of the African Slave 
Trade to the United States of America, 
1638–1870,” became his first book.
 From 1892-1894, Du Bois studied 
at Humboldt-Universitat zu Berlin 
(then the University of Berlin). His 
studies with German economists, 
sociologists, and historians was very 
influential and shaped his perspective.
 According to Berlin Days, 1892 
-1894: W. E. B. Du Bois and Ger-
man Political Economy by Kenneth 
D. Barkin (Duke University Press), 
“Throughout his life, indeed, Du Bois 
stressed the importance of his ‘Berlin 
Days’ on his subsequent intellectual 
development. In My Evolving Program 
for Negro Freedom, an essay he wrote 
in 1944 for Rayford Logan’s What 
the Negro Wants, Du Bois was quite 
clear about the importance of the 
year 1910, when he abandoned the 
Germans Gustav Schmoller and Max 
Weber (although I believe he meant 
Adolf Wagner rather than Weber) 
in favor of his Harvard professors 
William James and Josiah Royce. The 
implications of his essay have been 
missed by many Du Bois scholars; 
there is much evidence that his profes-
sors in Berlin were critical contribu-
tors to the strategy he embraced to 
mitigate racism in the United States 
for at least a decade, from his re-
turn in 1894 until 1910. Du Bois’s 
thoughts had turned to Germany long 
before he enrolled at the University of 
Berlin. He had studied the German 
language for three years at Fisk Uni-
versity in Nashville, TN, and deliv-
ered his valedictory address in 1888 
on Otto von Bismarck.”

Sociology 
Du Bois was broadly trained in the so-
cial sciences. Although he later shifted 
his mindset, Du Bois initially believed 
that social science could provide 
the knowledge needed to solve race 
problems. For more than a decade, 
he devoted himself to sociological in-
vestigations of Blacks in America. He 

Beyond confronting racism and poverty, Great Barrington’s 
W.E.B. Du Bois advocated for a world without human 
exploitation and with equality for all

Continued on next page …

produced 16 research monographs, 
which were published between 1897 
and 1914 at Georgia’s Atlanta Univer-
sity, where he was a professor. 
 As an assistant instructor at the 
University of Pennsylvania, Du Bois 
conducted a study of the socioeco-
nomic issues endured by Philadel-
phia’s Black citizens. Published as The 
Philadelphia Negro: A Social Study in 
1899, it was the first case study of 
a Black community in the United 
States. Du Bois personally conducted 
hundreds of door-to-door interviews. 
 According to Penn Today – a Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania news source, 

Above: W.E.B. Du 
Bois by James 
E. Purdy, 1907, 
gelatin silver 
print, from the 
National Portrait 
Gallery which has 
explicitly released 
this digital image 
under the CC0 
license. (https://
npg.si.edu/object/
npg_NPG.80.25) 
Gelatin silver print. 
Dimensions: Im-
age/Sheet: 14.2 × 
9.9 cm (5 9/16 × 
3 7/8”) Mount: 16.5 
× 11 cm (6 1/2 × 4 
5/16”). Image cour-
tesy of Wikipedia. 
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“Du Bois was not offered a professor-
ship at Penn after his position expired. 
He was hired as a professor at Atlanta 
University – now Clark Atlanta Uni-
versity – where he founded the field 
of modern sociology. In 1903, he 
published his masterful The Souls of 
Black Folk, and became one of the 
most famous African Americans in the 
country.” He continued his work at 
Atlanta University. 

Activism
While pursuing his studies, 
Du Bois was a voice for civil rights 
and activism. He was also a peace 
activist and later an advocated for 
nuclear disarmament.
 In 1905, he formed the Ni-
agara Movement – an organization 
of Black scholars and profession-
als who were dedicated to social jus-
tice. The group met in Erie, Ontario, 
near Niagara Falls.
 In 1909, he co-founded the 
National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People (NAACP). It 
strived to secure for all people the civil 
rights guaranteed in the 13th, 14th, 
and 15th Amendments to the United 
States Constitution. Its national office 
was established in New York City in 
1910. Despite its commitment to 
multiracial membership, Du Bois was 
the only African American among the 
organization’s original executives. He 
was appointed director of publications 
and research. In 1910, he estab-
lished The Crisis.
 By 1913, NAACP established 
branch offices in Boston, Baltimore, 
Kansas City, St. Louis, Washing-

ton, DC, and Detroit. Membership 
swelled from approximately 9,000 in 
1917 to about 90,000 in 1919.
 Until 1934, Du Bois remained 
a leading figure in the NAACP. He 
later determined he could no longer 
support its goal of racial integration. 
Disappointed in the lack of progress 
towards equality, he began advocating 
for Black separatism. 
 Du Bois returned briefly to the 
NAACP from 1944 to 1948, when he 
served as director of special research. 
He prepared and presented the 
grievances of Black Americans before 
the newly established United Nations. 
In his 1947 report, An Appeal to the 
World: A Statement on the Denial of 
Human Rights to Minorities in the 
Case of Citizens of the United States of 
America and an Appeal to the United 
Nations for Redress,” the NAACP 
asked the United Nations to redress 
human rights violations that the 
United States committed against its 
African-American citizens.
 Throughout the 1940s, the 
NAACP saw enormous growth. By 
1946, there were 600,000 members. It 
provided legal representation and aid 
to members of other protest groups. 
The NAACP posted bail for hundreds 
of Freedom Riders in the ‘60s who 
had traveled to Mississippi to register 
black voters and challenge Jim Crow 
policies.

End of life
Du Bois believed that capitalism 
contributed to racism, and was gener-
ally sympathetic to socialist causes 
throughout his life. According to the 

W.E.B. Du Bois National Historic 
Homesite, his ideas were threatening 
to some, and in the 1950s during the 
McCarthy era, he was falsely accused 
of being an agent of a foreign power 
and later exonerated of all charges.
 At the invitation of Ghana’s Presi-
dent Nkrumah, Du Bois moved to 
Ghana at the age of 93 to undertake 
writing the Encyclopedia Africana – a 
collection of the achievements of 
people of African descent. Du Bois  
passed away in Ghana in 1963, having 
never completed it.
 His passing occurred on the eve 
of the historic Civil Rights March on 
Washington, at which Roy Wilkins, 
then leader of the NAACP, pro-
claimed to the 250,000 people gath-
ered at the Lincoln Memorial: “At the 
dawn of the 20th century his was the 
voice that was calling to you to gather 
here today in this cause.”

W.E.B. Du Bois Homesite – A 
National Historic Landmark
History buffs can visit the W.E.B. Du 
Bois National Historic Site in Great 
Barrington. The National Historic 
Site program is comprised of numer-
ous places that were relevant to Du 
Bois as a young man, and includes the 
Du Bois Homesite, a National His-
toric Landmark under the stewardship 
of UMass Amherst. 

making a difference

 These sites are all part of the Upper 
Housatonic Valley African American 
Heritage Trail, an extensive interpre-
tive program which encompasses 29 
towns in Massachusetts and Connecti-
cut. It celebrates African Americans in 
the region who played pivotal roles in 
key national and international events, 
as well as ordinary people of achieve-
ment.
 The W.E.B. Homesite is open 
daily from dawn to dusk for self-
guided tours. The Homesite features 
a level woodland path with a number 
of interpretive panels that provide 
information about Du Bois and the 
Homesite. It is important to note that 
the house no longer exists, but visitors 
will find this serene setting to be quite 
inspirational.
 Put your walking shoes on. There’s 
a Du Bois Walking Tour of Down-
town Great Barrington. It has about 
20 locations. Among them are River 
Park, his birthplace, the Great Bar-
rington Schools, and beyond. •

 W.E.B. Du Bois Homesite – A National 
Historic Landmark. 612 S. Egremont Rd., 
Great Barrington, MA. Call (413) 717-
6359 or visit online at duboisnhs.org
 and africanamericantrail.org
 Berkshire Museum is located at 39 South 
St., Pittsfield, MA. Call (413) 443-7171 or 
visit online at berkshiremuseum.org.

This page: Du Bois Homesite. Image above courtesy of Upper Housatonic Valley Na-
tional Heritage Site. Below, left courtesy of Du Bois National Historic Site.
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Michael D. Lynch
AT T O R N E Y  AT  L A W

106 Upper Main Street • PO Box 1776 • Sharon, Connecticut 06069
(860) 364-5505 • MLynch@MichaelLynchLaw.com

www.MichaelLynchLaw.com

* Also admitted in New York State

*

Jim Young 
Owner

jim@sharonautobody.com

28 Amenia road | PO Box 686 | Sharon, CT 06069 
T: 860 364 0128 | F: 860 364 0041

sharonautobody.com

Lindell Fuels, Inc.
Fuel Oil • Propane • Heating 
Air Conditioning

P.O. Box 609  |  59 Church Street
Canaan, CT 06018
860 824 5444
860 824 7829 faxIt’s Hard to Stop A Trane.®

CT Registration # HOD.0000095
CT License # HTG.0690604-S1 | CT License # PLM.0281220-P1

Lia’s
Mountain 

View
Established 1983

lia’s catering services are available
on and off premises  • take-out

party platters also available 

Like us on Facebook!
Hours: Wednesday - Saturday 4:30-9pm 

Sunday: 4pm-8pm • Closed Monday & Tuesday

518-398-7311 • www.liasmountainview.com • 7685 Rt. 82, Pine Plains, NY

Enjoy Homemade 
ItalianCooking

Hours: Mon - Sat 10-6, Sun 12-4 
5938 North Elm Ave.  •  Millerton, NY 12546  
t: 518.789.3848  •  www.northelmhome.com

north elm home
Comfortable & stylish furniture
in stock for quick delivery!
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www.berkshire.coop
(413) 528-9697
34 Bridge Street, 
Great Barrington, MA

@berkshirecoop

JOIN THE CREW!JOIN THE CREW!

We’re hiring awesome people!We’re hiring awesome people!
Start your career with a values-driven local 
community-owned business. 

Competitive pay & great benefits
(20% discount, medical/dental/vision/LTD/etc., 401k, PTO, and MORE)

Check our website for more info & open positions.

518.789.0252
52 Main Street, Millerton  

52main.com

BAR  •  TAPAS
RESTAURANT

Dine in  •  Take out  •  Curbside pick-up

ADVERTISE FOR 
AS LOW AS

$51
A MONTH

@ MAIN STREET MAGAZINE

Your next big marketing idea…
Your next big marketing idea could be huge for your business and its future! Let’s talk 
about your business’ design and marketing needs to help propel it. Your business might 
benefit from a new brand or a new website, or perhaps it needs supporting materials like 
a brochure, or maybe it needs help in the marketing and PR department. No matter the 
need – how small or large – we’re here to help.

Services: Graphic design  |  Branding  |  Identity systems  |  Advertising
Print:  Annual reports  |  Brochures  |  Book design  |  Promotional graphics  |  & much more
Websites  |  Hosting & SEO  |  Environmental graphics  |  Apparel  |  Photography 
Business consultation  |  Social media  |  Marketing & PR 
Video & drone  |  Promotional video & TV commercial production

518.592.1135  |  thorunn@thorunndesigns.com
www.thorunndesigns.com  |  52 Main Street, Millerton, NY

Thorunn
designs

Ledgewood Kennel
Ltd.

the premier full-service pet care facility lo-
cated on our 50 acre farm serving the hudson 
valley, massachusetts and connecticut.

we have been in business for over 20 years and 
offer lodging, grooming, daycare, training 
and a pool for dogs.

(518) 789-6353
info@ledgewoodkennel.com • ledgewoodkennel.com
639 Smithfield Road, Millerton, NY 12546

QUATTRO’S POULTRY FARM & MARKET
Our own

farm-raised chickens,
pheasants, ducks, geese, venison

TURKEYS  WILD TURKEYS  HERITAGE TURKEYS

IT’S TIME TO TALK TURKEY
All-natural, strictly antibiotic- and 
hormone-free. Plump and tender.

VISIT OUR FARM STORE
RT. 44, PLEASANT VALLEY NY 12569

(845) 635-2018

A UNIQUE SHOP FOR CUSTOM-CUT PRIME MEATS
Steaks • Chops • Leg of Lamb • Crown Roasts • Prime Rib

Fresh or Smoked Hams | Wide Variety of CRAFT BEERS!

Our own Smokehouse Specialty Meats & Sausages

ITALIAN SPECIALTIES: Cheeses, Pastas, Olive Oil, Vinegars

Also LOCAL Breads, Vegetables, Honey, Jams, Grains & More!

•••

A UNIQUE SHOP FOR CUSTOM-CUT PRIME MEATS
Steaks • Chops • Leg of Lamb • Crown Roasts • Prime Rib
Fresh or Smoke Hams | CRAFT BEER and BEER ON TAP!
Our own Smokehouse Specialty Meats & Sausages
ITALIAN SPECIALTIES: Cheeses, Pastas, Olive Oil, Vinegars
Also LOCAL Breads, Vegetables, Honey, Jams, Grains & More!
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By Ian Strever
info@mainstreetmag.com

After sitting in the Irving Farm cof-
fee shop in Millerton, NY, for ten 
minutes, it occurs to me that the 
floorboards are not original. They 
are some kind of gray laminate, 
installed during a remodel about 
five years ago, presumably to match 
the gray wainscoting, black accents, 
and wood grain tabletops. It’s all 
very slick and cosmopolitan. The 
circular antique farm table next to 
the window is the lone legacy piece, 
now decorated with five white tulips 
in a Chemex decanter. 

History yielding commerce
But consider the floorboards. The 
current woodwork – if you can call 
it that – is preternaturally straight, 
with crisp, dark lines running the 
length of the shop in one direction 
and segmenting the floor at regular 
perpendicular intervals. Each board 
is exactly five inches wide, each one 
pressed against another in martial 
uniformity. It all works together to 
effect an interior design aesthetic 
that I can appreciate even while 
completely lacking the vision to 
achieve it in my own home. 
 Stepping outside, I walk ten 
feet to the west, before Main Street 
begins to slant toward Route 22, 
and take a seat on the doorstep 

life

main street
of Terni’s, the Millerton institu-
tion that lorded over the bend in 
the road for over a century before 
closing its doors a few years ago, 
and whose floorboards are, as far as 
I can tell, original. The street-edge 
is worn into a profile reminiscent 
of sunrooms from the 1980s, and 
a century of sand has ground the 
surface into corrugation. Under-
neath the shop windows, boards of 
two different widths peek out from 
trim and shrouds of paint layers, 
suggesting either different phases 
of building or a complete indiffer-
ence that someday a detail-obsessed 
writer might notice such a thing. 

Main Streets filled with ghosts
I rest my hand on the grooved floor-
boards that find a foil across the 
street in the corrugated steel awning 
of Westerlind or, as I like to think 
of it, Saperstein’s, and it occurs to 
me that I could experience this on 
any Main Street in our area: history 
yielding to commerce, country to 
city. Few places in Everytown, USA, 
have the capacity for reinvention 
that retail establishments have, and 
Main Streets are filled with ghosts: 
ghosts of mom-and-pops that held 
their ground while everything 
around them changed; ghosts of 

failed businesses that tried to read 
the tea leaves of economic change; 
ghosts of noble civic projects that 
never quite seized the zeitgeist; 
ghosts of sad cinder block construc-
tion and questionable architecture. 
 Recently, neon has been making 
an appearance on Main Streets. I’m 
not sure how I feel about that yet. 
 But there is something very 
Jay Gatsby about Main Street, a 
possibility that a general store can 
become a Brooklyn-style boutique 
in the same way that a kid from 
the Midwest can reinvent himself 
into a celebrity. All this slate gray 
and black could be painted over 
somewhere in “the orgastic future 
that year by year recedes before 
us.” A survey of local Main Streets 
finds storefronts turned restaurants, 
forgotten general stores turned art 
galleries, garages turned breweries. 
And in five years, they will turn 
again.

Continued on next page …



40  MAIN STREET MAGAZINE

life

Sidewalks = economy saved
If we install new sidewalks. Flank-
ing every Main Street are ribbons of 
fresh granite and concrete, signs of 
election-year selectmanic achieve-
ment and unassailable indicators of 
civic advancement. “If we build it, 
they will come,” seems the sug-
gestion, and if we can just get the 
sidewalks right (“run faster, stretch 
out our arms farther”), the dilapida-
tion of Main Street will dissolve in a 
diffusion of brilliant green light.   
 Here’s the thinking, as I under-
stand it: new sidewalks invite walks, 
walks invite observations, observa-
tions invite curiosities, and if those 
curiosities compel walkers to enter 
a storefront, money will exchange 
hands. Economy saved. 
 So modern sidewalks shoulder 
a heavier burden than the curbs of 
yesteryear: they must be flawlessly 
navigable for pedestrians and the 
differently-abled, inviting for stroll-
ers and accommodating of parking 
spots. They mustn’t tectonically 
heave each spring, erode from salt, 
or become discolored. There shall 
be no scrawling of names in the 
setting concrete. These are genera-
tional sidewalks that will gnarl your 
car’s rims before yielding to a half 
ton of poor parallel parking. 
 To get you where? And why?
 Quarterly trips to the post office 
and bi-annual church attendance 
constitute two reasons, and the truly 
sanctimonious – farm market solici-
tors – will have a third purpose. But 
if our sidewalks are to be anything 

more than decorative, Main Streets 
need more reasons for us to get out 
of our cars. 

A glutenless street
There are the fall festivals and 
arts and crafts fairs. There is that 
workspace that is mostly unoc-
cupied. And then there’s food. 
Food festivals, restaurants – we are 
programmed to take in a Pavlovian 
stroll if there is food at the other 
end of it, and once engorged, we 
will somnambulate along any prom-
enade, burning off the bacchanal 
while taking in storefront curios, 
each step priming our digestive 
tracks for the procession toward 
sleep. 
 I submit as proof of thesis, 
Exhibit A: a recent Saturday after-
noon in early September, weather 
sublime. Made for sipping coffee 
well into the PM. But as it turns 
out, this Saturday is an annual vaca-
tion break for our town bakers, who 
have set aside their whisks and trad-
ed their aprons for shorts, leaving 
our town glutenless. Consequently, 
there are two cars parked on Main 
Street, which will be nearly vacant 
until evening, or whatever hour one 
deems permissible for imbibing. 
Without food, there are few reasons 
to visit Main Street on the regular.
Our restaurants serve no country-
style anything, despite the fact that 
this is the country. You can’t get 
scrapple anywhere (sadly for anyone 
who grew up in Pennsylvania), 
and there are no greasy spoons or 
bona fide bars. As a group, our 
eateries lean decidedly toward the 
well-heeled, white napkin crowd. 
Burgers are local and farm-raised, 
tomatoes heirloomed. Our restau-

rants seem to know what they are 
doing with wine. 
 Or maybe it just seems that way 
because we all do. Restaurants, 
banks, and government-subsidized 
post offices notwithstanding, the 
one thriving enterprise in all of our 
towns is the liquor store. Does that 
fact make us a region of alcohol-
ics? I’ll leave that to the reader to 
decide, but while a grocery store 
can be twenty-five minutes away, 
ETA on an IPA is never more than 
fifteen. And after all, if Gatsby’s 
mansion was built on sales of illegal 
whiskey, it should be no surprise 
that the same recipe for success has 
been the linchpin of most Main 
Streets. Until the day that Amazon 
drones can deliver a bottle of merlot 
in ten minutes, the local package 
store – and Main Streets – are here 
to stay. •
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custom millwork • flooring • kiln dried softwoods, 
hardwoods & exotics mulch & wood chips • paneling 
reclaimed wood • rough cut pine & hemlock • 
siding • stones • tabletops & glue-ups • trusses

(518) 828-5684  •  1262 rte 66, ghent, ny  
www.ghentwoodproducts.com

Ghent
wood products

stone + wood = the perfect combostone + wood = the perfect combo

Work: Amendola Group
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RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION

REPAIRS
• Broken Springs
• Broken Cables
• Damaged Sections

TROUBLESHOOTING
• Garage Door Openers
• Preventative Maintenance 
   on Doors and Openers

845-876-2772  •  www.hudsonvalleydoors.com  •  12 Enterprise Dr., Rhinebeck

Proudly serving Columbia, Greene, Dutchess, Ulster, 
Berkshire & Litchfield counties for over 10 years

The Hair Lounge

The Hair Lounge

A color and hair design studio
Loren Whiteley  •  Tarah Kennedy  •  Amy Carol  

Kelly Kilmer  •  Joe Musso  •  Hailey Cookingham

143 Route 44  •  Millerton, NY  •  (518) 592 • 1167

The Hair Lounge

Hailey Cookingham

RONSANI 
BROTHERS 

PAVING
(518) 429-1797
ronsanibrotherspaving.com

• Residential & Commercial Paving 
• Specializing in Home Driveways, 
   Private Roadways, Parking Lots 
• Stone, as well as Oil & Stone finishes  
• Fully insured

Stonework | Brickwork | Blockwork 
Poured concrete foundations & slabs
Insured | Free Estimates

Matt Sheldon | 860.387.9417 | sheldonmasonry.com 
sheldonmasonryconcretellc@gmail.com

Lakeville, Salisbury,
Millerton & beyond

Sheldon Masonry & Concrete LLC
“All phases of masonry construction”

North East 
Muffl er Inc.
Custom Bending up to 3 inches

Open Mon.–Fri. 8 to 5; Sat. 8 to 1

John & Cindy Heck
Route 22, Millerton, NY
(518) 789-3669
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By Regina Molaro
info@mainstreetmag.com

Renowned for his short stories, Rip 
Van Winkle and The Legend of Sleepy 
Hollow, American author Washington 
Irving is regarded as the Father of 
the American Ghost Story. Born in 
Manhattan in 1783, Irving was also a 
historian, essayist, and biographer.
 Both of the ghostly tales mentioned 
above appear in Irving’s collection, 
The Sketch Book of Geoffrey Crayon, 
Gent (more commonly known as The 
Sketch Book), published in the 1819-
1820 time frame. Although the story 
of Rip Van Winkle is set in New York 
during the pre-Revolutionary War era, 
the tale is based on a German folktale.
 According to Catskills Greene 
County – a tourism information cen-
ter in Leeds, “the region was settled 
in the 17th century by Dutch and 
English colonists who were enticed 
by its fertile ground. Industry along 
the river flourished and the Catskills 
became the most important cultural 
center outside of Albany and New 
York City. By the time construction of 
the Erie Canal was underway in 1817, 
an influx of Germans, Italians, and 
Ukrainians had settled in the area.”
 As the region became more devel-
oped, the Great Northern Catskills 

was transformed into a getaway 
destination for affluent New Yorkers. 
Perched atop scenic bluffs, tucked 
away in the majestic mountains of 
New York State, the hotels in the 
region prospered. 

Life imitating art, imitating 
stories
The scenic vistas and serene land-
scapes of the area also lured artists to 
the region. The Hudson River School 
was a group of New York City-based 
landscape artists that emerged around 
1850 under the influence of artist 
Thomas Cole. He was the artist who 
taught Frederic Edwin Church – 
perhaps the best-known representative 
of the Hudson River School, as well as 
one its most traveled artists.
 The Hudson River School of paint-
ers is what inspired Irving to set Rip 
Van Winkle in the Catskill Mountains. 
The Catskills Greene County cites 
that Rip Van Winkle is one of the 
region’s best-loved figureheads – a 
link to the past and a reminder of the 
region’s unique place in American his-
tory. 
 According to the tourism center, 
the tale goes something like this: “Set 

local lore

in pre-Revolutionary New York, Rip 
Van Winkle lives a life of ease – much 
to the chagrin of his wife, Dame Van 
Winkle. Rip’s passions include wan-
dering through the Catskill Moun-
tains and old-growth forests, being 
idle, and enjoying life. He doesn’t 
work for long however, and though 
itinerant, he is well loved by all in 
town. The children especially love the 
fanciful stories he tells.”
 “One day, Rip wanders off into 
the woods to escape his nagging wife. 
Hearing thunder, he unwittingly 
follows the ghosts of Henry Hudson’s 
men deep into the wilderness. As the 
men play nine-pins, Rip imbibes a 
‘magic potion’ – quietly falling into a 
deep sleep. He wakens 20 years later, 
his beard grown long and his beloved 
dog, Wolf, nowhere to be found. Rip 
makes his way back into the village 
and discovers that the American Revo-
lution has taken place. He is no longer 
recognizable, nor does he know any of 
the townspeople who greet him.”
 “Rip’s luck holds out and it isn’t 
long before he finds his place among 
his grown children – though much 
of his family has passed on – and re-
sumes his habitual idleness. His tale is 

although a fictional character, rip van winkle is synonymous with the catskills region
Legends of the fall

Continued on next page …

repeated and solemnly taken to heart 
by hen-pecked husbands who wish 
they could have shared in Rip’s good 
fortune and slept through the atroci-
ties of war.”

Catskills legend
In the Great Northern Catskills, Rip 
Van Winkle’s legend continues to live 
on. There are events such as the 16th 
Annual Rip Van Winkle Wine, Brew 
& Beverage Festival (May 13, 2023 ) 
that honor this fictional great. Luckily, 
fans of the character don’t have to wait 
until spring to experience the Catskills 
and all that the area has to offer. 

Fall inspiration
People are welcome to visit the Rip 
Van Winkle Bridge – a 5,041-foot 
bridge that spans the Hudson River 
between the towns of Hudson and 
Catskill. It opened to the public on 
July 2, 1935. The bridge towers 145 
feet over the river and offers a walking 
path for strollers who yearn to take in 
vistas of the Hudson River, Catskill 
Mountains, and colorful foliage while 
embarking on this trek.
 Known as the Hudson River Sky-
walk, the walkway connects the major 
Hudson River School artists Cole and 
Church. The six mile out-and-back 
pedestrian path unites the Thomas 
Cole Site and Frederic Church’s Olana 
(both National Historic Landmarks), 
via the Rip Van Winkle Bridge. 
Located at 27-16 NY-23, Catskill, 
NY, or visit online at www.hudson-
riverskywalk.org (those who are just 
walking the bridge have a nearly-mile 
journey to trek). 
 There’s also the Rip Van Winkle 
Monument – a larger-than-life blue 
sandstone carving of the legendary 
character. The monument on Hunter 
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local lore

which boasts more than 300 miles 
of trails. Fully licensed and certified 
by the NYS Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation, the com-
pany, headed by Greg Calabrese, can 
customize just about any adventure 
outdoor enthusiasts can dream up 
– from hikes to hunting and fishing 
trips, and backcountry camping. All 
levels are welcome – from beginners 
to those seeking a relaxing nature walk 
while taking in some attractions. 
 Rip Van Winkle Adventure Guides’ 
name was inspired by clues in writer 
James Hashian’s reworked version of 
the original Rip Van Winkle story. It 
is based off a 9” round stone, which 
is hidden in Catskills and features the 
initials “RVW” chiseled into it. 
 Calabrese’s father yearned to locate 
the stone. He scoured the books in 
search of clues. On the weekends, 
Greg’s father took he and his brother 
along with him. Although they never 
found the stone, that was the start 
of Calabrese’s love for the Catskills 
region. 
 Calabrese spent the rest of his teen-
age years exploring the area until he 
relocated to the Southwest. He then 
spent 20-plus years honing his back-
country skills. Eventually Calabrese’s 
vast appreciation of the Catskills and 

his desire to live a simpler life brought 
him back to New York. Located at 30 
Liberty St., Catskill, NY. Call them 
at (480) 381-9405, or visit online at 
www.ripvanwinkleadventureguides.
com.
 If snowmobiling, all-terrain vehicle 
rentals, fly fishing, or camping are 
your game, explore the Catskills 
region through one of its guides. Let 
the experts at Rip Van Winkle Ranch 
guide you through the trails. Snow-
mobile rentals run from November 
through April and ATV rentals from 
April through November (both are 
weather permitting). Rip Van Winkle 
Ranch is located at 5305 Rte. 23A, 
Haines Falls, NY. Call them at (518) 
589-6215, or visit them online at 
www.greatnortherncatskills.com/out-
doors/rip-van-winkle-ranch.
 Fishing enthusiasts can hook up 
with Mark W. Klein – a licensed 
fishing guide based in Phoenicia at 52 
Main St. You can call them at (914) 
810-6923, or visit online at www.
ripvanwinkleflyfishing.net. There’s 
also a campground and cabin rentals 
in Saugerties that touts the Rip Van 
Winkle name. Its end of camping 
season with a bonfire event is being 
held on October 28. Rip Van Winkle 
Campgrounds are located at 149 Blue 

Mountain Rd., Saugerties, NY. Or 
visit them online at www.ripvanwin-
klecampgrounds.com.

Other autumn fetes
Autumn is one of the best times to 
discover the Great Northern Catskills 
when fall foliage transforms the 
mountain’s vistas with blazing gold, 
orange, and red hues. While leaf 
peeping season varies in New York 
State, fall foliage peaks in the Catskills 
around early- to mid-October. Attend 
one of the fall festivals, which includes 
the 16th Annual Gavin’s Guinness 
Oktoberfest. This free-admission 
event is being held at Gavin’s Irish 
Country Inn – an authentic Irish pub 
in Cornwallville. The festivity will 
be held October 7 through October 
9 and will include live Irish music, 
dancing, and pipes, as well as a beer 
truck. Beyond the indoor celebration, 
the Oktoberfest will host an outdoor 
heated tent. Located at 118 Golden 
Hill Rd., Cornwallville, NY. Visit 
them online at www.greatnorthern-
catskills.com/events/16th-annual-
gavins-guinness-oktoberfest.
 On October 8 and 9, there’s also 
Windham’s 27th Annual Autumn 
Affair. The two-day event is a popular 
fave that unites friends, neighbors, 
and visitors. More than 50 vendors 
will line both sides of Main Street 
with local crafts, and tasty eats in 
addition to the many sidewalk sales 
and food specials that will be offered 
by Main Street businesses. Live music 
will fill the autumn air on both days 
from 1–5pm.  Grab the family and 
enjoy the festivities. Visit www.great-
northerncatskills.com/events/wind-
hams-27th-annual-autumn-affair.
 While exploring the region, maybe 
you’ll find the highly coveted 9” 
round stone mentioned in James 
Hashian’s reworked version of the 
original Rip Van Winkle story. Regard-
less of which adventures you choose, 
there’s always some fun and folklore 
to enjoy in Catskills. •

To learn more you can talk with the Great 
Northern Catskills of Greene County Tour-
ism located at 700 Co., Rd 23B, Leeds, NY, 
call them at (518) 943-3223, or visit online 
at www.greatnortherncatskills.com.

Mountain can be reached via the 
Hunter Mountain Scenic SkyRide 
when it’s open (it closes mid-Octo-
ber). Visitors can enjoy the panoramic 
views of the surrounding Catskill 
Mountains, so pack a lunch and enjoy 
a picnic with Rip Van Winkle. Lo-
carted at Rte. 23 A, Hunter, NY. Call 
(518) 263-4223, or visit online at 
www.greatnortherncatskills.com/at-
tractions/rip-van-winkle-monument.
 Beyond the monument, many area 
businesses honor Rip Van Winkle. 
There’s the Rip Van Winkle Brewing 
Company – a restaurant and brewery 
in Catskill. The story’s setting takes 
place in the mountain range that lies 
just beyond the restaurant and award-
winning craft brewery. The eatery and 
drinking destination nabbed the “Best 
in New York State” title. Visit them 
at 4545 NY Route 32, Catskill, NY. 
Call them at (518) 678-9275, or visit 
online at www.ripvanwinklebrewery.
com.

The great outdoors
Outdoor recreational guide company, 
Rip Van Winkle Adventure Guides 
operates mainly in Catskill Park, 

Above: Outdoors enthusiasts explore all the Catskills have to offer through Rip Van Winkle Adventure Guides. Previous page: 
Rip Van Winkle statue at Hunter Mountain. Photos courtesy of Rip Van Winkle Adventure Guides.
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NOW PLAYING

The 5-Star CD
at Bank of Greene County!

STARRING
A bonus up to $500+

e

AND PICK YOUR ENDING! 
• Receive interest check monthly

• Transfer to another Bank of Greene County 
account monthly • Accrue Interest

CO-STARRING
A guaranteed interest rate of 
1.85% APY++ on a 5-year CD

e eeeee

+Bonus offer: A deposit of $100,000 or more will receive $500, $50,000 - $99,999 will receive 
$250. You will receive a check within 60 days of account opening and return of promotional 
coupon. The value of the bonus amount will be reported on a Form 1099. The Bank may dis-
continue this offer at any time without notice. ++The annual percentage yield (APY) is effective 
as of 9/7/22 and is subject to change without notice. A minimum deposit of $1,000 is required 
to open a 5-year Certificate of Deposit and obtain the APY. A penalty may be imposed for early 
withdrawal. FDIC Insured up to $250,000.

For more information, stop by 
your local branch, call the Box 
Office at 518.943.2600 or visit 
www.tbogc.com

www.tbogc.com 
518.943.2600

Community Banking at its Best

We're Here For You!
We're committed to supporting our communities and 

helping individuals and businesses during these 
challenging times.

Whether it's online, over the phone, or in person, you 
can count on the Bank of Greene County to provide the 
banking service you rely on, and the personal service 

and technology to make your life easier.

Community Banking at its Best
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We treat the entire family: small children, teenagers, adults, 
and older patients. Our goals are simple - to make everyone smile.

Offering a full range of dental services including:
periodic dental exams • cleaning & whitening 
bridges & crowns • dental implants & veneers

244 Route 308 • Rhinebeck, NY 12572
RhinebeckDentalCare.com • 845.876.2511

Happy Fall, ya’ll!
Tis the season for

pumpkins & corn mazes!

Farm Raised pork, beef &  eggs, locally sourced fruits,
vegetables, dairy, cheeses, fresh bread, baked goods, 

gourmet sandwiches, gourmet grocery & gifts

Phone: 518-789-6880  •  196 Old Post Road #4, Millerton, NY 
www.thefarmstoreatwillowbrook.com  •  Store hours: Thurs-Mon 10-6

Facebook: The Farm Store at Willow Brook  •  Instagram: thefarmstoreatwb

(518) 697-9865  •  margaretavenia@gmail.com  •  RealEstateColumbiaCounty.com

Columbia County Real Estate Specialists
Licensed Real Estate Broker serving buyers and sellers in Columbia County, NY

491 North Mt. Rd, Copake Falls, NY $549k. Rambling Farmhouse 5+ Acres, 4 bed-
rooms, 2 baths, 2,029 square feet, 3 car garage + additional storage building, HW flrs 
throughout, gigabit internet service. Wood burning & propane heat stoves provide cozy 

warmth on even the coldest winter days. Motivated Sellers.

Lightning Protection!

518-789-4603
845-373-8309www.alrci.com

Shear Illusions

Three dimensional coloring  •  Soy-based color
Kerotine hair treatments  •  All phases of hair care

Rebecca Welsh – proprietor

860 364 5111
19 West Main Street  •  Sharon, CT 06069

Salon LLC
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reading

history-recommended books for the history issue

All That She Carried: The Journey of Ashley’s 
Sack, a Black Family Keepsake by Tiya Miles

A renowned historian traces the life of a single 
object handed down through three generations 
of Black women to craft a “deeply layered and 
insightful” (The Washington Post) testament to 

people who are left out of the archives.

Slouching Towards Utopia: An Economic 
History of the Twentieth Century 

by J. Bradford DeLong

An instant New York Times and Wall Street Journal 
bestseller from one of the world’s leading econo-
mists, offering a grand narrative of the century 

that made us richer than ever, yet left us unsatis-
fied.

Indigenous Continent: The Epic Contest for 
North America by Pekka Hämäläinen

A prize-winning scholar rewrites 400 years of 
American history from Indigenous perspectives, 

overturning the dominant origin story of the 
United States.

Agent Josephine: American Beauty, French 
Hero, British Spy by Damien Lewis

Singer. Actress. Beauty. Spy. During WWII, 
Josephine Baker, the world’s richest and most 
glamorous entertainer, was an Allied spy in 

Occupied France.  

Fire and Steel: The End of World War 
Two in the West by Peter Caddick-Adams

The final volume in one of the most acclaimed 
works of military history of this generation.
Fire & Steel covers the war’s final 100 days-

beginning in late January 1945 and continuing 
until May 8, 1945, when the German High 

Command surrendered unconditionally to all 
Allied forces.

Children of Ash and Elm: A History of the 
Vikings by Neil Price

This is the ultimate resource for the Viking-
obsessed. Price gathers all the current thinking 
on every aspect of this somewhat amorphous 

people. He is careful to separate fact from 
conjecture and illuminates the way the thinking 
has changed as new evidence has come to light. 

Fascinating!

oblong books’
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Gina’s K-9
Bed & Breakfast

Fully insured & member of NAPPS 
(National Association of Professional Pet Sitters)

• Boarding, daycare & play dates 
• Dogs participate in family lifestyle 
• 1/2 acre fenced in exercise yard 
• A creek to swim in!
• Quality care pet sitting • Vet recommended 
• 25 years experience • No cages or kennels

518-329-4675

Celebrating winning Best of Columbia 
County 2 years in a row!

PO BOX 556, MILLERTON, NY 12546
845.750.8853  •  HARPERBLANCHET.COM

FINE ART  •  PHOTOGRAPHER
ABSTRACT PAINTER

TWILIGHT STUDIOS
3 MAIN STREET • MILLERTON • NEW YORK

HARPER BLANCHET

PAINTED PETS
JOY SHARED + SPIRITS CAPTURED

PH: 302.367.7387  •  E: PAINTINGS@NATALIAZUKERMAN.COM
OFFTHEWALLDESIGN.COM

More than 35 dealers.   
Now Open 7 Days a Week.

518-789-6004

“When it comes to quality antiquing
in a warm and welcoming environment 

all roads lead to the Millerton Antiques Center.”

Fodor Travel

More than 35 dealers.
Open 7 Days a Week.

518-789-6004

Over Mountain 
Builders, llc.
30 years and still passionate! Quality 
craftmanship delivered on time & 
within budget.

John Crawford
P: 518-789-6173 | C: 860-671-0054 
john@overmountainbuilders.com
www.overmountainbuilders.com

MotorworksThe

518.789.7800
23 South Center Street, Millerton, NY

www.TheMotorworks.biz

Foreign, Domestic & Vintage Service
NY State Inspection Station
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By Regina Molaro
info@mainstreetmag.com

New York State is renowned for many 
things from the Statue Of Liberty in 
New York Harbor to Adirondack Park 
and Niagara Falls. The Hudson Valley 
certainly has its own merits and inter-
esting history, synonymous with estate 
living, the Gilded Age, agriculture, 
and wine making. 
 A lesser known quality of the Em-
pire State is its abundance of mineral 
resources. The Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation cites that, 
“New York State is rich in minerals, 
which are mined for industrial and 
construction uses. Sand and gravel 
mines are found throughout the state. 
Metal ores and gem minerals such as 
garnet are mined mainly in mountain-
ous regions. Salt is extracted from rich 
deposits in Central New York.”

Mining for minerals
The US Geological Survey esti-
mates that the annual value of New 
York’s mineral production in 2015 
(the most recent year available) was 
$1.43 billion. These resources make a 
substantial contribution to the overall 
economy of the Empire State. New 
York is among the top third in the 
country in value of minerals pro-
duced. Leading mineral commodities 
produced in New York State include 
salt, crushed stone, construction sand, 
and gravel.

 According to the New York State 
Museum in Albany, this local attrac-
tion boasts the world’s largest and 
most complete collection of New 
York minerals. Its ongoing exhibi-
tion, Minerals of New York exhibits 
only a fraction of its vast collection. 
It includes specimens from mines, 
quarries, road cuts, and outcrops – all 
located throughout New York State.
 The collection includes 93 mineral 
species from the Balmat-Edwards 
mining district in St. Lawrence (the 
pink and purple mineral, tremolite, 
which is also known as “hexagonite,” 
is found only in St. Lawrence Coun-
ty), super garnets from the Barton 
Mine in the Adirondack Mountains, 
and “Herkimer diamonds” that hail 
from Herkimer County. 
 The garnet, generally deep red in 
hue, is New York’s official gemstone. 
The Barton Mine is said to be the 
largest garnet mine in the world. In 
fact, New York ranks first in garnet 
production in the US and fourth in 
world production. Another notable 
fact about New York – it is the only 
state in the country to continuously 
produce wollastonite – a key ingredi-
ent in the production of ceramics and 
other industrial products.

Iron’s strength
In 2010, the New York State Museum 
held a symposium, which brought 
together researchers from several 
fields. The history of iron’s production 
and the use of iron in New York state 
was the common thread that united 
the group.
 A report, Iron In New York cites 
that, “Of the many non-farming 
industries brought from Europe to 
the Americas, ironworking was argu-
ably the most basic. Without it, the 
building of productive self-sufficient 
communities could not have pro-
ceeded. Iron was needed for tools to 

resources

Rich in resources

clear and work the land, for vessels 
and implements for the preparation 
of food, for nails and hardware for the 
construction of buildings, and for the 
many different kinds of tools for the 
day-to-day trades of a European com-
munity. It forged the weapons of war 
and the chains of slavery.”
 The paper also states that New 
York had abundant sources of both 
the ore and wood necessary for fuel 
to transform it into iron, and the 
production of iron and iron products 
has played a key role in shaping the 
history of New York. 
 Although relatively little iron pro-
duction occurred in New York before 
the American Revolution (in compari-
son to that of several other colonies), 
the industry began expanding during 
the early 19th century. 
 Large deposits of iron ore, already 
known in southeastern New York, 
were discovered in the previously un-
explored northern and central parts of 
the state, and iron production eventu-
ally occurred in every part of New 
York where ore was available, taking 
advantage of the seemingly endless 
forests for the charcoal fuel required 
for forges and blast furnaces. 

Continued on next page …

Iron’s role in the American 
Revolution
Iron went into the creation of a 
wartime strategy that used a chain 
to block the British. According to 
Journal of the American Revolution, 
“Control of the Hudson River was 
important strategically during the 
American Revolution. The river, along 
with lakes George and Champlain, 
was a potential invasion route from 
Canada. It also was a physical separa-
tor of the colonies. Men as well as 
supplies crossed the river. To split off 
the northern colonies from the South 
and interrupt this supply line was a 
war-long British ambition. Engineers, 
especially engineers with experience, 
were scarce in the revolutionary 
forces.” 
 A plan was developed to place an 
immense iron chain from Fort Mont-
gomery on the west bank to Antho-
ny’s Nose on the east (Anthony’s Nose 
is downstream from West Point and 
is the location of the east end of the 
current-day Bear Mountain Bridge) to 
prevent British ships from progressing 

New York has a vast amount of 
minerals, some of which played a 
role in the American Revolution

Above: Sphalerite, Hyatt Mine, Balmat mining district, St. Lawrence County. Below, left, 
top to bottom: Almandine. Wollastonite, Natural Bridge, Lewis County. All images cour-
tesy of New York State Museum.



50  MAIN STREET MAGAZINE

up or down river and to stop them 
so they would be targets for cannons. 
It was believed that this chain would 
prevent the Royal Navy from going 
up the river. Many of the links for this 
chain were already forged for various 
smaller projects, but never used.
 The Fort Montgomery chain was 
made of 1½-inch-square and 2-inch-
square wrought iron bars that were 
then bent into shape. It was 600 yards 
long. To stretch such an enormous 
amount of iron across such a vast 
river, which had not only the normal 
river flow, but also tides, was an enor-
mous engineering undertaking, which 
is why the scarcity of engineers was so 
significant.
 The Journal of the American 
Revolution cites that the chain was 
“positioned in November 1776. To 
the horror and disgust of onlookers 
the chain immediately broke as the 
pressure of the water was too great for 
the chain to withstand. Laboriously, 
the chain was reconnected only to 
break again. With winter approach-
ing, the chain and its raft floats were 
removed as the river would soon fill 
with ice so there would be no danger 
from the British.”
 On October 6, 1777 the British 
attacked, but they did not directly 
assault the chain. They landed 
infantry downstream and attacked 

the forts and river defenses from the 
rear. When the fort was overwhelmed, 
many Patriots took advantage of 
the chaos and slipped away into the 
woods to safety. With the Patriot’s 
defensive artillery under their control, 
the British could safely spend the time 
necessary to cut through one of the 
chain links, opening the river to their 
fleet. They sailed upriver where they 
burned the town of Kingston, which 
was the seat of the New York State 
government.
 According to the journal, “By 
the middle of January 1778 it was 
decided that West Point was a better 
location for a new chain. Up-river 
traffic makes a sharp turn to the west 
at West Point. Sailing ships would lose 
speed and have to tack going around 
the turn. This would leave them 
vulnerable to heavy cannon fire from 
both shores. Infantry would also be 
stationed nearby to protect the new 
chain from attack by land. The new 
chain would be stretched from West 
Point almost directly North to Consti-
tution Island – a distance of 1500 
feet, 300 feet less than the old chain 
site at Fort Montgomery.”
 A new chain was needed and the 
links and parts were purpose-built 
solely for the obstruction. Sterling 
Iron Works in Chester forged the 
chain. It had to be twice as strong as 
the first, yet light enough that it could 
be taken up each fall and installed 
again in the spring. 

 Company records from Sterling 
Iron and Railway Company (between 
1740 and 1918) state that the com-
pany was located in Ramapo. Earlier 
records indicate that the original 
name of the firm was Sterling Forge 
and Furnace Company. The company 
traces its history back to 1736. 
 The 1760s saw a period of expan-
sion with such products as cart, 
wagon and chair spindles, anchors, 
teakettles, skillets, pots, and refined 
iron being produced. According to 
the records, “Sterling remained a 
hub of activity during the American 
Revolution. The ironworks performed 
a valuable service by providing the 
Continental Army with arms and 
ammunition and supplying anchors 
for Navy warships. Sterling also had 
a more direct role in the war effort. 
In February 1778 (its owner), Peter 
Townsend agreed to produce an iron 
chain for the Continental Army. The 
chain was to be placed across the 
Hudson River at West Point and was 
to serve as a barrier to British vessels. 
The chain was laid in place on April 
30, 1778 but remained untested, as 
the British never did attempt to cross 
it.” The Albany Institute of History & 
Art’s collection houses one of the links 
from the chain that was created by 
Sterling Iron Works. Several other sec-
tions of the chain can now be found 
surrounding war memorials on the 
bluffs overlooking the Hudson River 
at the US Military Academy, known 
to many as West Point.
 In summary, New York’s mining 
industries were important to the de-
velopment of the American colonies, 
critical to the American Revolution, 
and remain an important contributor 
to the economy and growth of the 
modern American economy to this 
day. •

To learn more you can visit the New York 
State Museum at 222 Madison Ave., 
Albany, NY, or online at nysm.nysed.gov. 
Admission is free, but your support helps the 
Museum’s mission; suggested donations: $5 
per person or $10 per family.

resources

Above, top to bot-
tom: Iron Link from 
the Great Chain 
across the Hudson 
River. Forged at the 
Sterling Iron Works, 
Orange County, New 
York 1778. Forged 
iron Albany Institute 
of History & Art, gift 
of Charles B. Web-
ster, 1831.1. Tremolite 
(hexagonite), Arnold 
Pit, Balmat, St. 
Lawrence County. 
Quartz, Ace of 
Diamonds, Herkimer 
County. All images 
courtesy of New 
York State Museum.
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www.hillsdalesupermarket.com
hillsdalesupermarket@gmail.com

2628 Route 23, Hillsdale, NY  •  518-325-4341

•  Order your meats: beef, chicken, ham, and fish
•  Choose from an array of local dairy products
•  Mouth-watering steaks, hamburgers, and chicken 
• We always have a wide variety of fresh fish
•  Fresh seasonal produce 
• We carry a great selection of cheeses, produce, deli, 
 bakery and all your grocery needs!

For home delivery information, please visit us 
on the web. Curbside pickup available, too!

Hours:
Sunday – Thursday 7am – 6pm  
Friday  7am – 7pm  
Saturday 7am – 6pm

Trick or treat. We have all your favorite eats.

Cheers, Boo!
Offering a wide variety of wines and spirits from around the globe 
in varying sizes  •  A full wall of sparkling wines and champagne •  
Many local wines and spirits •  Miscellaneous chilled whites, roses 

and bubbly •  Our everyday 3/$20 sale section where you can mix & 
match 3 wines for $20 •  Tons of Rose – Rose all Day! •  Check out 

our Facebook page for specials and updates

Hours: Sunday 12 to 5pm • Monday 12 to 6 Tuesday through 
Thursday 10 to 6pm • Friday and Saturday 10-6pm

Curbside pick-up available!

518.325.4010
8 Anthony Street in Hillsdale, NY, behind the IGA Supermarket
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518-755-2385
www.davalarealestate.com
davalarealestate@gmail.com
119 Main Street, Philmont, NY 12565

(518) 325-4679
HILLSDALE, NY • info@eswps.com

www.easternstateswellandpumpservices.com
Mass. Lic. #101, 704 & 949 • NY. Lic. #10061 • Conn. Lic. #85 & 364

As a local bank, we focus 
entirely on the communities 
we serve. So we do more 
than work here. We raise our 
families, make our friends, 
and build our futures. Since 
1891, the Bank of Millbrook 
has been committed to north 
eastern Dutchess, and we’re 
going to be here for a long 
time to come.

George T. Whalen III  
President

MEMBER FDIC

100 Percent 
Invested

3263 franklin avenue  millbrook
5094 route 22  amenia

2971 church street  pine plains  
11 hunns lake road  stanfordville  

bankofmillbrook.com
(845) 677-5321

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR HOURS,
EVENTS & SPECIALS AT:

McENROEORGANICFARM.COM 

McENROE ORGANIC FARM
5409 Route 22, Millerton, NY 12546  |  518.789.4191  |  market@mcenroefarm.com

Farm Market 
& Outdoor Eatery

Certified Organic Meats & Produce
Nursery Plant Starts

Organic Soils & Compost

Farm Market
& Outdoor Eatery

Certified Organic Meats & Produce
Pick Your Own Berries

Organic Soils & Compost

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR HOURS,
EVENTS & SPECIALS AT:

M c E N R O E O R G A N I C F A R M . C O M

Valentine Monument Works

Cemetery Monuments 
On-Site Lettering 
Bronze Veterans’ Plaques
Pet Markers 
Cleaning & Repairs

Bruce Valentine, owner • Tel: 518-789-9497 
ValentineMonument@hotmail.com 
Park Avenue & Main Street, Millerton

Since 1875

Richard L. Valentine, 3rd generation, now retired, circa 1966.

R&R 
Servicenter, LLC

Steve J Mosher  •  C: 914.474.5206  •  randrservicenter.net 
Specializing in: Ponds, Landsculpting, Riding Arenas, & Roads
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business snapshot

Paradis Sport
“The best performance underwear for women on the market.” 
11 Interlaken Road, Lakeville, CT. paradissport.com

Paradis Sport was founded in 2020 by Lakeville resident Sarah Weihman who set out 
to offer female athletes the best performance underwear on the market. She enlisted 
athletes across a range of sports to fit-test countless rounds of prototypes, and she 
launched her first product, the seamless bikini in 2021. “We offer a seamless bikini and 
seamless thong, and have two natural fiber products in the final prototype phase. All 
of our products are made in the USA. We have a strong environmental mission and an 
ambassador program with some amazing female athletes who give back to their com-
munities and sports,” shared Weihman. “We are the only company we know of that is 
focused solely on making performance underwear for female athletes. We manufacture 
in the US using US-made yarn, keep our packaging minimalist, and use seamless con-
struction to reduce waste. Our fit-testing process with athletes is unlike any other in 
the industry.” Weihman shared that it is very rewarding to hear female athletes say that 
their products have changed the way they train and compete by allowing them to focus 
on their sport rather than their underwear. Finding customers and ambassadors who 
share their passion for great products and their environmental mission is awesome. 
“Our goals going forward are to expand our product line to include more styles and 
sizes so that every athlete can find her perfect pair of undies; to find more like-minded 
ambassadors; and to offer seamless undies made with natural fiber yarn.”

Ghent Stone and Landscape Supply 
Offering a wide variety of stone products and so much more! 
2057 Route 9H, Hudson, NY. ghentstoneandlandscape.com 

Some of you might be familiar with Ghent Wood Products and/or Meltz Lumber 
– both businesses have been a cornerstone of the Columbia County business com-
munity for three generations now. They service all facets of wood products. But most 
might not realize that the Ghent family has expanded its service offerings. From stone 
to mulch, Ghent Stone and Landscaping Supply has you covered! They specialize in 
Pennsylvania Blue Stone, Natural Cleft, patio kits, treads and more. From your initial 
idea and concept, their knowledgeable staff can help with selecting the best material 
for your project. With their large array of options, there is certainly something for 
everyone, no matter your project and or vision. From its source to the finished project, 
Ghent Stone and Landscape Supply and sister company Ghent Wood Products can 
accommodate nearly all of your needs: clearing land while maintaining respect for the 
environment, providing material for the smallest home project to the largest, mulch 
and sawdust for your landscaping and gardening needs. The entire Ghent Stone and 
Wood Products family is what separates this business from their competitors. And 
when it comes to sharing the best part of their business, they emphatically explain that 
it is supporting their customers and their community.

The Roeliff Jansen Historical Society
Preserving and presenting the history and cultural traditions of the 
Roe Jan community. 8 Miles Rd, Copake Falls, NY. roeliffjansenhs.org

Founded in 1974 in preparation for the 1976 Bicentennial, the Roeliff Jansen Histori-
cal Society (RJHS) was chartered in 1975 as a non-profit organization by the Board 
of Regents of New York State and moved to its present location in 1983. It serves 
the towns of Ancram, Copake, Gallatin, Hillsdale and Taghkanic. Their mission is 
to preserve and present the history and cultural traditions of the Roe Jan commu-
nity. They have an active speaker series, annual exhibitions, as well as a multimedia 
archive. RJHS documents and conserves the heritage and history of the Roe Jan area 
in Columbia County, NY. RJHS is fortunate to be housed in the former “Old Copake 
Falls Church,” a beautifully preserved and repurposed Carpenter Gothic structure 
that turned 130 years old in 2022. On the National Register of Historic Places since 
2012, the building itself constitutes the jewel of their collection. Sharing local history 
through exhibitions, newsletters, and public programs is what the RJHS finds most 
rewarding. RJHS is also delighted that through increased outreach and community 
engagement, their membership has steadily grown. A great ambition of RJHS is to 
work more closely with area schools, and are in the process of designing educational 
programs that can help instructors teach local history through the broad range of 
objects in their collection, spanning two centuries of American history.

Locust Hill Barn
Event barn and weddings. 5 Stockport Rd., Ghent, NY. 
info@locusthillbarn.com. locusthillbarn.com

Locust Hill’s event barn was built in 2019 due to an engagement and impending 
marriage within the Locust Hill family. The barn was built in only 90 days with lots of 
hardworking people, after hours food deliveries, and tons of passion. After the venue 
was completed and the wedding was over, the Locust Hill Barn family decided that 
they had something special and wanted to share it with other couples. “We provide the 
space for hosting an event, specializing in weddings. We provide limited rental items, 
on-site ceremony location, beautiful grounds, and lots of room for customization,” 
explains Lauren Merante, Locust Hill Barn’s chief operator. When it comes to what 
makes this location so unique and special compared with numerous other wedding 
venues, Merante explained, “What sets us apart from other event barns is that we are a 
newer venue. We are all one level whereas some other barns are two levels. Our interior 
is light, airy, and modern. By itself it is beautiful, but can also be dressed to the nines.” 
When asked why they do what they do, Merante and her co-workers explained, “We 
love watching couples marry the love of their life surrounded by their friends and fam-
ily. Further, we take pride in working with other vendors to make sure their perfect day 
goes exactly as planned. I foresee our barn continuing to house happiness and be the 
place of many couples happier-ever-after.”
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advice columns

After a two and one half year-pandemic hiatus, college students are 
back in school. Most have finally migrated back to dorm rooms or 
shared rental apartments. Some have their cars at school and some 
don’t. The ones that don’t may use their roommates’ cars? Expensive 
computers, bicycles, and sports equipment may be brought and kept 
in their automobiles or dorm rooms? How are all these risks insured? 
First let’s talk about a student’s personal property: if their parents 
have an active homeowners policy, coverage will be extended for 
their children’s property as well any liability issues that may crop up. 
If there are no parental homeowners that can be counted on then 
the student should get their own tenant homeowners policy to be 
properly covered. Family automobile policies will in fact extend to a 
child that is attending college with a car and will also provide cover-
age if the child doesn’t have a car and uses a roommate’s vehicle and 
gets in an accident under the “borrowed car” provision in all NYS 
Family Auto policies. The key here is that the child must be listed on 
the policy for coverage to be afforded. Lastly, let’s not forget health 
insurance! If the student is out of state, remember to notify your 
carrier and find out if the carrier’s out of area network will work in 
that area of the state that they are in? As we always 
like to say, an ounce of prevention is worth 
a pound of cure!

Kirk Kneller
Phone 518.329.3131
1676 Route 7A, Copake, N.Y.

INSURING YOUR WORLD

Kneller Insurance
Agency
 

Kneller Insurance 
Agency

 

historic homes are the treasures 
of a community

 They are the Grandparents and Great-Grandparents of architecture 
with the ties to the past and with the stories to tell. Even if one chooses 
to own a new home, the Historic Homes are the foundation of a 
Town – they speak for the people who built the settlement, the original 
stores, schools, industry, parks… they had a vision and they were brave. 
Whether a grand Lady Colonial, an early stone home, or a modest 
bungalow, these homes, and the people who built them, deserve our 
respect; when renovations are done, we hope the original details will be 
appreciated.
 A favorite quote: “My house was a canvas on which other people had 
been painting for more than two hundred years... Every house is a work 
in progress. It begins in the imaginations of the people who build it and 
is gradually transformed by the people who occupy it down through the 
years, decades, centuries. To tinker with a house is to commune with 
the people who have lived in it before and to leave messages for those 
who will live in it later. Every house is a living museum of habitation, 
and a monument, to all of the lives and aspirations that have flickered 
within it.” That said, one of the special characteristics of New England 
is the variety of homes we pass every day and live in. I have personally 
owned an antique carriage house, the neo-palladian home we built, two 
in-town colonials, and now an expanded cottage on a private lane. And, 
among the homes I have rented was a significant mid-century modern 
with a celebrated past. Each one very much a treasure.

 You may have recently noticed the pages of shelter magazines 
filled with wall scapes, not hung with art, but with brightly painted 
plates and platters. These vessels can vary greatly in size, color, 
and origin, but their composition has one thing in common, they 
are made of tin glazed earthenware. The technique of producing 
faience was first discovered in Baghdad in the 9th century, before 
it made its way to Europe through Italy and Spain in the subsequent 
centuries. For centuries, kingdoms in Europe raced to find a way to 
create something akin to porcelain, mimicking the light weight and 
fine dishes imported from China. Faience was the closest they got 
until the 18th century. 
 The famous faience from the Netherlands is referred to as Delft, 
while pieces from Spain, and Italy are often referred to as ma-
jolica, and examples created in England are referred to as English 
Delftware. The term faience stems from the town of Faenza in 
Italy, which was renowned for its potteries as early as the mid 15th 
century. French king Louis XIV is credited with faience’s increased 
popularity. The Sun King fought five costly wars during his reign, and 
imposed a tax on silver to aid in financing these military endeav-
ors. The king himself had much of his silver and gold melted down, 
and his courtiers were encouraged to do the same. Thus his court, 
and much of Versaille used predominantly faience. This greatly 
increased its popularity among all classes, and cemented it into 
French life. To this day, European antiques markets remain a unique 
source for bright and unique faience pieces, and though trends 
may come and go, it is safe to say that this one has staying power. 

HISTORY ON TREND: FAIENCE

MONTAGE ANTIQUES

25 MAIN STREET MILLERTON, NY  |  860-485-3887
WWW.MONTAGEANTIQUES.COM  |  @MONTAGEANTIQUES

SENIOR PETS
Things can be old in two ways:  they can become obsolete like your 
iPhone 13 is about to become, or they can increase in value like fine 
wine. Senior pets are in the latter category. Not only do they come fully 
finished with all the bugs already worked out, but their life experience 
makes a bond with their humans as meaningful to them as it is to us.  
They know the score. If they arrived at the shelter at a mature age, they 
probably came from a loving home and lost their owner due to age or 
illness. (Animals that come from bad situations are always younger 
because most of those poor creatures don’t have a chance to grow old).  
Older animals have known love – they want to experience that love 
again, and they will be deeply grateful to the person who gives that 
to them. A senior pet may not have the exuberance of youth, but they 
have the wisdom and insight to appreciate everything you do for them. 
If you are considering adopting a pet, don’t overlook the older animals.  
Not only are you doing a decent thing by giving them the home they so 
desperately need and deserve, but you are getting an exceptional com-
panion who will give you the best years of their life. And like fine wine, 
those years will be savored by you both.
 
By Lynne Meloccaro, Executive Director 
of Dutchess County SPCA  

The Dutchess County SPCA provides 
services to the community including a 
pet food pantry, free rabies clinics, pet 
retention assistance, low interest loans for 
pet medical care and safety-net pet housing. 

For more information: www.dcspca.org
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1-800-553-2234 
www.GMTaylorOil.com • "LIke" us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/TaylorOilInc

Taylor Oil Inc., is a family owned and operated local business, serving the local communities for the over 90 years. 
Offices in Dover Plains, Pawling, Millerton, Pine Plains, Millbrook. "We're here to serve you!"

Stay warm this fall and winter with Taylor Oil & Taylor Propane providing 
you and your family with home heating oil, propane, & more.

TAYLOR oil
HEAT TAYLOR

P R O P A N E

READY FOR FALL? 
IF NOT, WE ARE.
Whether or not you’re ready for the 
changing temperatures, we are ready 
– and we’re here to help. Taylor Oil 
& Propane is on your side!
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Because 
there’s 
banking, 
and then 
there’s 
Salisbury 
banking.

Personal Banking & Loans

Business Banking & Loans

Mortgages & Equity Loans

Community Investment

SalisburyBank.com
860.596.2444


